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Abstract

This study outlines a methodological framework feconstructing linguistic history
within a dialect continuum and applies this methHodg to an under-described,
controversial, and complex subgroup of New Indoakry(NIA)—the Kamta,

Rajbanshi and Northern Deshi Bangla lects (KRNB).

Dialect continua are characterised by non-disctedeindaries between speech
communities, and as a result previously divergeutsl may undergo common
innovations; the result is the familiar picture olverlapping dialectological
isoglosses. The sequencing of these innovationghrentlistorical relations between
the lects involved are often highly ambiguous. @ivihe right sociohistorical
conditions, a widespread innovation may be moreenecthan a localised
innovation—the very opposite sequencing to thatliedpby the splits in a family

tree.

Not surprisingly, discrete application to the NlAontinuum of traditional
methodologies—including the Comparative Methodetipgical reconstruction and
dialect geography—has yielded unsatisfactory antthas chronologically distorted
results. Historical studies, therefore, have choletween: (a) only studying the
histories of NIA lects with written records; (b)cmnstructing using the chronology
suggested by the shape of a family tree; or (dJirsgtfor a ‘flat’, non-historical

account of dialect geography.

Under the approach developed here, the strengtbaabf of these traditional methods
are synthesised within an overarching frameworkided by a sociohistorical theory
of language change. This synthesis enables theisitig history of the KRNB lects to

be reconstructed with some detail from the protoakastage (1250-1550 AD) up to
the present day. Innovations are sequenced bastuatemtypes of criteria: linguistic,

textual and sociohistorical. The old Kamta stage #s relation to old Bangla and

Asamiya, is reconstructed based on linguistic Ryapan Events and Speech
Community Events—two concepts central to the meatlagy. The old Kamta speech
community and its language became divided into evastcentral and eastern
subsections during the middle KRNB period (155071AD, dates assigned by



attested sociohistorical events). During the same period, KRNB lects also underwent
partia reintegration with NIA lects further afield by means of more widely
propagated changes. This trend of differentiation at a local level, concurrent with
reintegration at awider level, aso characterises the modern KRNB period from 1787

AD to the present.

This account of KRNB linguistic history is based on a rigorous reconstruction of
changes in phonology and morphology. The result is not only a reconstruction of
historical changes, but of the proto-Kamta phoneme inventory, hundreds of words of
vocabulary, and specific areas of nominal and verbal morphology. The reconstruction
is based on data collected in the field for the purposes of this study. Phonological
reconstruction has made use of the WordCorr software program, and the

reconstructed vocabulary is presented in a comparative wordlist in an appendix.

The methodology developed and applied in this study has been found highly
successful; though naturally not without its own limitations. This study has
significance for its contribution both to the methodology of historical linguistic

reconstruction and to the light shed on the linguistic prehistory of KRNB.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWIEAGMENTS ... e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeee s rnnnnneeeesennnnnns v
LISt Of FIQUIES e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeees X
LISt Of TADIES oo Xi
Linguistic abbreviations & cONVENtIONS USEd ..ccceevvviviiiiiiiiiiee e Xiv
Abbreviations for languages, locations and SOgialigs ..............eeveciiiiiieeeeeeeeeeennn. XVi
Part I: Preliminaries to RECONSIIUCTION ......comiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e eee e 1
Chapter 1 INEFOTUCTION .. 2
1.1. Methodological goals..............uvuiiiceeeriieeiiiicrr e 2
1.2, PreSEeNnt CONIOVEISY ......iiiiiiiiiii e eeeee e e e e ettt e e e ettt e e e eeeaan e e e eneeeneees 3
1.3. Empirical scope of the study...........cceeeemrcieiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee 4
1.4.  Summary of historical fINdiNgS..........c e 8.
1.5. Overview of key social dynamicCsS ..........cccevvvriiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 11
1.6. Naming the language and dialects.......ccccueeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiin 13
1.7.  ‘Language’ and ‘dialeCt’ ............uuuieiiiieiiiiieeeeeeee e 16
1.8. Review of previous linguistic studies of KRNB............cccccuvviiiiiinnnnnn. 20
Chapter 2 ReSearch DeSIgN.......ccoiiiiiiiiceeeeeeecere e e e e e e e e e 24
2.1.  Two-stage methodology ...........coooiii e eeeeeeeeeieiiiiie e 24
Stage 1: more linguistic data, less infformantS.............ccccvvvvvvvviiiiccccieee e, 24
Stage 2: less linguistic data, more informantS.............oooooviiiiiiiiiiiiccieieeen. 28
Chapter 3 Reconstructing linguistic history in alélct continuum: theory and
METNOM.... oo e 32
I % N 11 £ To [§ o 1o ] [T PP PP UPPPPPPPPRPP 32
3.1.1. Desiderata for a method of historical ret@gsion...............cccccee.... 32
3.1.2.  The dialect CONtINUUM .........oooiiiiiiieeeee e 33
3.2. A non-essentialist, sociohistorical theoryasfguage change ................... 34
3.2.1. OVEIVIBW ...ttt e bttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnnnes 34
3.2.2. A sociohistorical theory of linguistic phglenesis ...........ccccceeeeeeeen. 36
3.2.3.  The mechanisms of language change........ccccccccccccvciiiiiiiiieeeeeenn, 38
3.3.  Critical review of the Comparative Method...............cccceeeiiiiiiinieninnnnn. 42
3.3.1.  Acase study from INAO-Aryan.........ccccceeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiis 43
3.3.2. Cutting away essentialism from the Compeeatlethod................. 45
3.3.3. Non-essentialist SUbgrouping.......ccccevvivviiiiiiiiiii e, 49
3.4. Reconstructing Propagation Events in lingailststory ..............cccceevvnneee 52
3.4.1. Diagnostics for reconstructing Propagatigaris.................c..c..eeeee. 53
3.4.2. Propagation Events (PEs) and Speech Comyriawvgints (SCES).... 59
3.4.3. SeqUENCING PES.....uuiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e eeaeeenneen ) 6.1
3.4.4. Modelling PEs with phylogenetic tree diagsam..............cccceeeennn.. 66
3.5. Towards a sociohistorical linguistiC typologY...........ccceeeeiiiiiiieeeeeennenne. 68
G 3 T @] o o] [0 1[0 o N PP UPPPPRRRPPP 71
Part II: Reconstruction of LINQUIStIC HISTOMY . evvvvvverriiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeivieeens 75
Chapter 4 Phonological reconStruCtion...........cccoeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 76
4.1, INTOAUCTION .. e e e e e 76
4.2.  Synchronic overview of systems and proCeSSeS.........coeevevveeeeeeeerrnnnnns 77

Vi



4.3. Comparative reconstruction of KRNB consonants.............cccccceeeeeeenns 84

4.3.1. Devoicing of word-initial StOPS........eeeeeerirriiiiiiiiiieee e eeeeeeeeeeeeianenns 88
4.3.2. Devoicing of word-final StOPS.......ooiccceeeeiiiiiiiii e 91
4.3.3. Palatalisation and labialisation of conse®an...............ccceeeeeeviinnns 94
4.3.4. Deaspiration of medial consonNants ... ..eveeeeiiiinnnnneeeeeeeeeeeeee.. 96
4.3.5. Post-vocalic fricativiSation ..........ccccceiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee 100
4.3.6. Merger of dental and post-alveolar apia@bhSL.........ccceeveeeveeeeeeenn. 102
4.3.7. Merger of dental and post-alveolar nasaislaierals ..................... 103
4.3.8. RNOLICISALION. ......coiiiiiiiiiitii e e e e e eeeeees 105
4.3.9.  The inherited “palatal” (i.e. laminal) serigf affricates .................. 106
4.3.10. The inherited aspirated SONOraNtS........ccooeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 107
4.3.11. Changes to initial iquids...........comeeeeeeeviiiiiiiiee e 121
4.3.12. Homorganic nasal + Stop CIUSIErS. .. i, 115
4.3.13. The inherited sibilant..............oceeeeei 116
4.3.14.  APPrOXIMANTS ..covieiiiiiiieeee e ettt e e e e e eeeas 118
4.3.15. Summary of reconstructed consonant System..............cc.c.eeuunes 120
4.4. Comparative reconstruction of KRNB vowels..............ccoeevvviiiiiiinnnnns 121
44.1. Regressive VOWE! FaiSiNg....... ... coemmeereeeerrnnnnininnnnaaeeeeaeeseaeeenens 124
4.4.2. Progressive VOWE! FaiSINg............ e eeeeeeeermmmnmnnnnaanaeeeaaeeaaseeees 128
4.4.3. Regressive VOWel IOWENNG ...........ovceeeeeiuvviiiiiiee e eeeeeeeeeeeeeiiiieens 129
4.4.4. Prosodic VOWeEl raiSiNg .........cooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e 132
4.4.5. (O 0 o 18] o 1 Vo SRR 133
4.4.6. Transposition and loss of medial high vowels............................ 134
4.4.7. “Shortening” of *a >A 5 0]..ueiiiiiiiiiii e 135
4.4.8. Vowel insertion between consonant CIUSters...........ccccceeeeieeennn. 136
4.4.9. Inherited diphthONgS........eiiiiii e, 371
4.4.10. Vowel nasalisation ..............ooeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 138
4.4.11. Treatment of inherited final VOWEIS ......cc..oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 140
4.4.12. Summary of reconstructed vowel system...........ccccoeveeeeiiiiinnnn. 145
4.5. Summary of diagnostic phonological innovations..............ccccccveeen... 146
Chapter 5 Reconstruction of nominal morphology........ccoooeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiinns 148
ST N 11 £ To [§ o 1o o [P PP P TP 148
5.2, NP structure in KRNB...........uuuuiismmmm e 150
5.3. Case & case-like postpositions: descriptich r@tonstruction............... 152
5.3.1. SYNCNIONIC OVEIVIEW......iiiiiiiieiiee e 152
5.3.2. Oblique argument marking in €.Mg. ..o eeeevvieiiiieee e, 154
5.3.3. Nominative marking in €.Mg. .........co oo 155
5.3.4. Ergative marking in €. MQ............utcemmmmeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen s 158
5.3.5. The genitive case Marker..........oo e 158
5.3.6. Dative MarKiNg .......ueuueeeeieeee s s e e e e e e e e e e eesseeeeannesannnn s 162
5.3.7. Locative Marking............coouuuuuvtmmmeeeeeeeiiiiiiieens e e e e e e eeeee 165
5.3.8. Instrumental Marking ............eeoeiieeeee e e e 167
5.3.9. Ablative and Comparative marking ......cccceecoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeninnnns 170
5.3.10. The reconstructed case system of p-Kamthitea modern reflexes174
5.4.  Specificity-classification markers: descripti@and reconstruction........... 175
5.4.1. SYNCNIONIC OVEIVIEW......iiieeeeeeiiee e e e e e e e 175
5.4.2. Historical reconstruction of increased afasgion complexity...... 180
5.4.3. History of the plural markers .........cocccceeeieiiiiieeee, 180
5.5.  Personal pronoun systems: deSCrptioN .......cccccceeeeeiieeeeeeeiiieeeieeiiiienns 182

vii



5.5.1. [ EE Lo [T [ TR 182
5.5.2. Kishangan] (KS)........cooevviiiiiiueimmmmmn e eeeeeeeeeeesanenn e e e e e e e eeeeaes 134
5.5.3. Mahayespur (MH) .......coooi oo 184
5.5.4. Thakurgaon (TH) ......ceuuuuuummmiiiieeeeeeeiiiee s e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeennns 518
5.5.5. Shalkumar (SH)......oooiiii s 186
5.5.6. RaANGPUI (RP) .ot e e e e e e e e e 187
5.5.7. BhatiDari (BH).......uueeiiiiieeee e 188
5.5.8. Bongaigaon (BN) .......ccoeiviiiiiiiiiiceeeee et e e s e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeannene 818
5.5.9. Standard Colloquial Bangla (SCB) ..... . eeeeeeeeeeeeiiiiiinnnnnnann... 189
5.5.10. Standard Colloquial Asamiya (SCA) ....ccceeeevvrrrriiiiiiiieeeeeeeaeeeenee, 190
5.6. Personal pronoun systems: reCONSIUCON e vveeeeeeeeeeeeeiiieeeeeeennnnn. 191
5.6.1. General structural changes in personal pnasaQ....................eeeee.. 192
5.6.2. FirSt Person ProNOUNS .........iiii i eeeeeeeeeiieiiiies e e e e e e e eeeeeaeeees a9
5.6.3. Second Person PrONOUNS ........uuveeuuuiireeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeennnnnnnnns 200
5.6.4. Third Person ProNOUNS .........coviiiiceeeeeeirttiiiiaa e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeenees 201
5.6.5. Interrogative personal PronOUNS......ccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnennns 203
5.6.6. Relative personal PronOUNS..........cccceeeeueiieiiianeee e 204
5.7.  Adjectival and adverbial pronominal derivagive............cccccceeeeeeenennnee. 204
5.7.1. Adjectival pronominals of quality.......cccuuueeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeiiis 206
5.7.2.  Adjectival pronominals of quantity......cccccc..evvveiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee, 209
5.7.3. Temporal pronomMINAlS ........ccooi i 210
5.7.4. Locational pronominals.............coeeeeeeiiiiiii e 212
5.8. Summary of diagnostic innovations in nominarphology................... 214
Chapter 6 Reconstruction of verbal morphology............ccceevevvvvvvviiiinnns 217
6.1.  INErOAUCTION ... e 217
6.2. Tense-Aspect morphology: description and regantion...................... 218
6.2.1. Perfective morphemes.........ccooo e 219
6.2.2.  The INfINITIVE......ueiiiiiiiiiiiii e 224
6.2.3. Imperative and present indefinite formations...................ooooe 225
6.2.4. Present continuous and present perfectiveaions...................... 226
6.2.5. Past teNse CONSIIUCLIONS..........uteeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiae e e e e e e eeeeeaeeees 23
6.2.6. Future tenSe CONSIIUCTIONS..........commmmmrrrrrriiiiiiieieeaeeeeee e e s 236
6.3. Agreement endings: synchronic description ..............ocovvvvveveniinnnnnnn. 237
6.3.1. Kishangan] (KS).........coevviuiiiiueimmmmmn e eeee e e e e e eeeeeees 238
6.3.2. [ E= T a0 [T [ I TP 239
6.3.3. Mahayespur (MH) .........coooeiiiiie e e 240
6.3.4. Thakurgaon (TH) ... 4
6.3.5. Shalkumar (SH)......cooiiiie e 241
6.3.6. RaANGPUI (RP) .o e 242
6.3.7. Bhatibari (BH).........cooiiiiiiiieeeiiiieeeeeeee e 243
6.3.8. Bongaigaon (BN) .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e e eeeeeaeeees 24
6.4. Agreement endings: historical reconstruction.............ccccceeveeeeeeeeeneee, 244
6.4.1. First person agreement suffixes .. crrreeeeerrrie e eeaeeennn. 246
6.4.2. Second and third person agreement sufﬁxes ............................ 256
6.4.3. Reconstructed p-Kamta agreement SystemsS..c........ccccvvvvvennnn.. 267
Chapter 7 Sociohistorical reconstruction of KRNBgUistic history ......... 271
4% S [ 011 o To 18 [ox i [ ) o PP PP 271
7.2. Reconstructed changes diagnostic of PES (BRES............cccceeeeeeeeennnn. 273

viii



7.3.  The origins of the ‘old Kamta’ speech commyaind its relation to

early Bangla and Asamiya: 1250-1550 AD .....couemmmeeeeieiiiiiieeeiinniinnnns 278
7.3.1.  The proto-Kamta speech community: 8:18" centuries AD ....... 279
7.3.2.  The proto-Eastern Magadhan speech community..................... 290
7.3.3. Considering the proto-Bengali-Assamese $peemmunity.......... 293
7.3.4. Considering the proto-Kamrupa speech comipwni................... 295
7.3.5. The proto-Asamiya speech community” ¢8ntury onwards......... 298
7.3.6. The proto-Gaila-Bajga (Bangla) speech community................. 01.3
7.3.7. The division of proto-Magadhan.........veiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 305
7.4. The middle KRNB period: ¢.1550-1787 AD ..o evvieieeeeeeeiieeenn 306
7.4.1. Sequencing the ‘central’ KRNB Propagatiomeks................... 307
7.4.2.  The westwards migration of proto-Kamta speak........................ 322
7.4.3. The formation of an eastern KRNB speech conity................... 325
7.4.4. Partial reintegration between KRNB and otiigx SCs................. 325
7.5. The modern KRNB period: local innovations, #melinfluence of
standard languages over the last 220 years....ccccccecevvvvevvevvnveniinneennnn. 329
7.5.1. Diglossia during the Modern KRNB period.............cccccevvviiinnnnns 329
7.5.2. NOIMh-WeSt KRNB........oiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 333
7.5.3. Extended-central KRNB ............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 335
7.5.4. Eastern KRNB ... 336
A T @1 o o1 [ 1 (o o TR 338
Chapter 8 Conclusions and implications ...........ccceeiiieeiieeeeeeereeeeeeis 339
8.1. Conclusions for speakers of Kamta/Rajbanshtidon Deshi Bangla ... 339
8.2.  Conclusions for historical INQUISES ... eeeeeieeeeieiiieiieeiiiiee e 34
RETEIENCES e ettt a e e e 347
Appendix A. Comparative KRNB wordlists: Proto-Kanand reflexes in
eight descendent IECtS...........uuuuueiiiieeeeeeeee e 358
Proto-Kamta WOrdliSt ... 358
English reversal WOrdliSt................u.uummmm oo 441
Reconstruction Id. reversal liSt.............cuueviiiiiiiiiiieeeeen 452
Appendix B. Full list of correspondences for phagdtal reconstruction....... 459
Appendix C. Biodata of wordlist informants...............oooeeeeiiiiiiiiieei, 546
Appendix D. Full dialectological dataset......ccoeeovevviiiiiiiiii s 154
Appendix E. Schedule for dialectological data adllan...............ccccoeeeeeeeei 604
Appendix F. Resolution on the Oakland “Ebonicstissinanimously adopted
at the Annual Meeting of tHanguistic Society of America......608



List of Figures

Figure 1-1. The region where KRNB lects are spokéth international boundaries

and district NAMEeS MArKed............uuuuuiiiiiiieei e eee 5
Figure 2-1. Location of sites for the first stadelata collection .............................. 27
Figure 2-2. Geographical location of the test dibesStage 2 data collection........... 29
Figure 3-1. The gravity model of linguistic prop#ga (reproduced from Wolfram

& SChilliNg-ESteS 2003: 724) .....ceuuueiienn s s eeee e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeinaninn e eees 57
Figure 3-2. Southworth’s ‘diachronic isogloss malistrated for PHBM............... 66
Figure 3-3. Adjusted phylogenetic tree diagranusiftated for *PHBM (based on

Southworth 1958, 1964).......cccovvviiiiiiiimmmmcme et e e e e e e e e e e e e e aeeeens 67
Figure 4-1 Pitch contours fop'[al] ‘ploughshare’ andg’a’ll ‘good’ ....................... 88
Figure 6-1. Approximate range of a nasalised futense marker /m/................... 253
Figure 7-1. Cooch Behar under its first Maharajgni Singh c. 1540 ................. 285
Figure 7-2. Cooch Behar’s zenith under Nar Narggdter Ahmed 1936) c. 1560......

................................................................................................................. 286
Figure 7-3. Chatterji’'s (1926) tabulation of thetbrical linguistic relations

between eastern Magadhan lects.. .03
Figure 7-4. The historical fragmentatlon of protcg}Mto |ts Ilngwstlc descendants

................................................................................................................. 305
Figure 7-5. The division of proto-Kamta, and resgration with some other NIA

[€CtS (1550-1787 AD)..coeeeieeieeeeeeeeee e e e e ettt eeeeeeeeaeeeneanns 307
Figure 7-6. Isogloss boundaries in KRNB’s westarmidor of change.................. 308
Figure 7-7. Dialect geography of [Pl 6.] (palatation [i_a]) .......ccccceevvvirieeiiinnnnnen. 311
Figure 7-8. Dialect geography of [PI 7.] (labiatisa/palatalisation [u_a])............ 311
Figure 7-9. Dialect geography of [Pl 10.] (mediabdp. of t*) ...cceevvvvrevieeennnnne, 312
Figure 7-10. Dialect geography of [Pl 24.] (progies raising of *a).................... 312
Figure 7-11. Dialect geography of [Pl 26.] (regvwel lowering in verb roots)..... 313
Figure 7-12. Dialect geography of [Pl 17.h¢* > /nf/)...cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiieeiee, 316
Figure 7-13. Dialect geography of [P1 14.] (initlab> /n/) .....eeeeiiiiiiiiiis 317
Figure 7-14. Dialect geography of initial *n > [U..........cccccoeieeiiiiiiii. 317
Figure 7-15. Dialect geography of [P1 15.] (initfal> zero) .........ccccvvvvviiiiiinnnn. 317
Figure 7-16. Dialect geography ab*CLF’ > [da] / C[sonorant] _ ..................... 318
Figure 7-17. Cooch Behar through History: ¢.1775+teAfthe First

Anglo-Bhutanese War (reproduced from Whyte 2002)46........................ 319
Figure 7-18. Dialect geography ofriduro > /midur/ ‘rat’ ...............ccoeeieiiiinnnnnnee. 323
Figure 7-19. Dialect geography of /u™/ vs. /07/@'Sn AGR:I........coovvvvvivviiiinnnn. 324
Figure 7-20. Pran Narayan’s, and Mir Jumla’s cagpgic. 1660 ................coo.eee. 328
Figure 7-21. The linguistic history of KRNB fromgio-Magadhan, through

proto-Kamta, middle and modern KRNB, to the present...........cccccceeeennn. 332



List of Tables

Table 1-1. Distribution of socio-religious groupsthe KRNB region........................ 6
Table 4-1. Amalgamated summary of present-day KRbiBel systems................. 79
Table 4-2. Amalgamated summary of present-day KRbiissonant systems.......... 81
Table 4-3. Summary of inherited consonants and th#exes................ccccceeeeeeees 85
Table 4-4. Summary of inherited consonants and teflexes (cont.) ..................... 86
Table 4-5. Summary of inherited consonants and teflexes (cont.) ...........c......... 87
Table 4-6. Devoicing of initial stops in Bhatiband Bongaigaon................ccc........ 90
Table 4-7. Summary of correspondences for word-fioeced stops ..............cco..... 92
Table 4-8. Analysis of spread of final consonantSH, BH and BN ....................... 93
Table 4-9. Examples of labialisation and palatéibseof *p across KRNB lects.....95
Table 4-10. Summary of reconstructed medial agg@rand their inter-vocalic

LT EXES .. et ———————————— 97
Table 4-11. Summary of correspondences relevgmstvocalic fricativisation .. 100
Table 4-12. Cognates witH'Jland their etymologies...........ccceeevvvrieeeecmveeeenenene, 108
Table 4-13. Cognates withrand their etymologies............c.ccveiecceeeeuveenneee. 110
Table 4-14. Cognates with [iirand their etymologies...........cccvevvvieeeeveeennee. 111
Table 4-15. Cognates with [ijrand their etymologies (cont.)...........cc.ceeeei...... 111
Table 4-16. Summary of reconstructed liquids amdr tteflexes ............ccceeeeeee. 113
Table 4-17. KRNB forms with homorganic clusterqaéal + voiced aspirated

SO ittt ———— e e s a e e ra e 115
Table 4-18. Reflexes of the inherited sibilant IRMB.................ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee, 117
Table 4-19. Cognates with reflexes of non-vocajliard *w...........ccccvvvviviiinnnnnn. 119
Table 4-20. Reflexes of *N in KRNB..........cccuuiiiiiiiiii e 119
Table 4-21. Consonant phonemes inherited into KRNB ... 120
Table 4-22. Summary of inherited high vowels arairtheflexes ..............ccceeeee. 122
Table 4-23. Summary of inherited mid vowels andrtreflexes................cccceuvenn. 123
Table 4-24. Summary of inherited low vowels andrtreflexes .............cccoeeeee.. 123
Table 4-25. Summary of inherited vowel nasalisatiod its reflexes .................... 124
Table 4-26. Example correspondences showing ragedssvering *o > 4/ ......... 130

Table 4-27.
Table 4-28.
Table 4-29.
Table 4-30.
Table 4-31.
Table 4-32.
Table 4-33.
Table 4-34.

Table 5-1.
Table 5-2.
Table 5-3.
Table 5-4.
Table 5-5.
Table 5-6.
Table 5-7.

Example correspondences showing ragedssvering of *i and *u..131

Example correspondences for “shortérang raising of *a............... 134
Example words showing vocalic insertioBH.............ccccoevivivinnnnn. 136
Example correspondences tor X...........ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 138
Examples of inherited nasalisatiordifferent positions..................... 139
KRNB reflexes of p-Kamta final high v@i..............cccccceeeeiiiinnnnenn. 143
KRNB reflexes of p-Kamta final low VO®E.............ccceeiveiiiiiiiiinninnee. 144
Vowel system inherited by KRNB leCtS...........cccoevvviivviiiiiiiiiinn, 145
Genitive forms in KRNB and some otheANICtS .............ceooiviiviiiinnes 159
Genitive case forms reconstructed foioua stages of NIA history .....161
Dative forms in KRNB and some other NBALS .........ccccoeveiiiiiiiiininnee. 163
Dative case forms reconstructed forowaristages of NIA history ........ 164
Locative case markers in KRNB and sotherd\IA lects.................... 165
Locative case forms reconstructed foioua stages of NIA history..... 167
Instrumental forms in KRNB and some oA lects......................... 168

Xi



Table 5-8. Instrumental case forms reconstructedifterent stages of NIA

1T [0 TES] (o 1] (] o 170
Table 5-9. Ablative and Comparative forms in KRNRlaome other NIA lects... 171
Table 5-10. Ablative and comparative postpositi@mt®onstructed for different

stages of NIA liNngUIStiC NiStOIY ..........uuviceemeiiiiiiee e 174
Table 5-11. Reconstructed proto-Kamta case systehitareflexes...................... 174
Table 5-12. System of classifiers in Mahayespur [MHKRNB..............cccccceenn.. 176
Table 5-13. Specificity-classifers in KRNB and soatleer e.Mg. lects ................. 177
Table 5-14. Membership of classes exemplified byddns...........ccccoeeeeeiiieennnn. 179
Table 5-15. Rangeli system of personal pronouUNS...........ccceeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiiinnnns 183
Table 5-16. Kishanganj system of personal pronQuins............ccccoeeeevveiiiiiieeeeennns 184
Table 5-17. Mahayespur system of personal pronQuns............cccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. 185
Table 5-18. Thakurgaon system of personal pronouUNS.............cccceeeeeiiieeeeeeeennn. 186
Table 5-19. Shalkumar system of personal PronOUNS.........cccoeeeeeeeeveeeieeeeiinnnns 186
Table 5-20. Rangpur system of personal ProNOUNS.. .........cuvvvirriiiiineieeeeeeeeenn 187
Table 5-21. Bhatibari system of personal pronouns............ccccceeeeeeeeveveeeeeenvnnnnns 188
Table 5-22. Bongaigaon system of personal pronounS............ccccceeeeeeeveviinnnnnnn. 188
Table 5-23. SCB system of personal pPronNOUNS.......ccccooviiiieeeeiieiveeeeeei a8
Table 5-24. SCA system of personal pronOUNS.........ccoovviieiiiiiiiiieeiiiiiine 19
Table 5-25. Reconstructed personal pronouns foapHd ...............ccccoeeeeeieeeennnn.. 192
Table 5-26. Reconstructed changes in plural oblgioaouns..............ccccevvvivnenns 196
Table 5-27. Magadhan deictiC fOrms ..........coceeevveeeeiiiiiiiiiie e 205
Table 5-28. Noun bases for pronominals of quahtitRNB, e.Mg, and Mg......... 207
Table 5-29. Comparison of pronominals of quantitiKRNB, eMg., and Mg. ...... 209
Table 5-30. Comparison of temporal pronominals RNS, e.Mg., and Mg. ........ 210
Table 5-31. Comparison of locational pronominal&RNB, eMg. and Mg.......... 212
Table 6-1. Verbal formations reconstructed for pyrf@................eiiiiiiiiiineennnnn. 219

Table 6-2. Perfective morphemes across KRNB anshstoucted for p-Kamta .... 220
Table 6-3. Infinitive morphemes across KRNB andnstructed for p-Kamta...... 224
Table 6-4. Imperative and present indefinite foiora in KRNB and p-Kamta.... 226
Table 6-5. Present continuous and present peréfdivnations in KRNB and

[0 3= 111 = PP 227
Table 6-6. Past tense formations in KRNB and p-Kamt.................cccceviiiiinnnns 233
Table 6-7. Future tense formations in KRNB and pr&..................evvvvnciiinnnnnn. 236
Table 6-8. Subject agreement system around Kislmnga..............cccoeeeeeevennnnnnn. 239
Table 6-9. Subject agreement system around Rangeli.............ccccceevvvvvvvvennnnnn. 239
Table 6-10. Subject agreement system around Mapayes...............ccceeeeeeveennnnns 240
Table 6-11. Subject agreement system around Tha&Org.............cccceevvvvvvvvnnnnnes 240
Table 6-12. Subject agreement system around Shalkum.......................oeeennn. 241
Table 6-13. Subject agreement system around Rangpur...............ccvveeeeeeeeennn. 242
Table 6-14. Subject agreement system around Bhiatiba...............cccceeeeeerennnnnnn. 243
Table 6-15. Subject agreement system around Boagaig.................ccevvvvvvvnnnnnns 243
Table 6-16. Derivation of primary endings in NlAim OIA and MIA forms........ 244
Table 6-17. First person agreement endings in KRN@8p-Kamta ....................... 246
Table 6-18. Reconstructed first person agreemetngs for p-Kamta.................. 255
Table 6-19. Comparative reconstruction of KRNB setand third person agreement

=T o[ 0o 1RSSR 257
Table 6-20. Third person imperative endings in Mbmgan lects..............ccccevvvveeeens 261
Table 6-21. Second person singular imperative gsdim Magadhan lects............. 262

Table 6-22. Etymology of second person singulaireggdin Oriya and KRNB...... 265

Xii



Table 6-23. Reconstructed second and third perg@ement endings .................. 267

Table 6-24. Reconstructed p-Kamta system of AGRngsd...............cceevvvvvennnnns 267
Table 7-1. Tableau showing unsequenced PropagdBomorks .............ccceeeeeeeeee. 276
Table 7-2. Propagation Networks shown in (rougkBquential order, as
reconstructed by sociohistorical criteria in thgpter............ccooeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiinns 277
Table 7-3. Tableau showing changes resulting fragiosisia............ccccooeeveeeeeee. 330

Xiii



Linguistic abbreviations & conventions used

Glossing rules and abbreviations follow the Leipzogiventions:
http://www.eva.mpg.de/linqgua/files/morpheme.html

first person
second person
third person
agent-like argument of canonical transitive verb
ABL ablative

ACC accusative
ADJ adjective

ADV adverb(ial)
AGR agreement

AN animaté

ANP  anaphorit
AUX auxiliary

BEN benefactive

> wWN R

CLF classifier
CMP  comparative
DAT dative

DEF definite
DEM demonstrative

DIST distal

FUT future

GEN genitive

H high (in terms of honour), contrasts with L (Idw)
IMP imperative

INDF indefinite

INF infinitive

INS instrumental

INT interrogative

INTR intransitive
IPFV imperfective

L low (in terms of honour), contrasts with high
LOC locative
MlI morphological innovatioh

NOM nominative
NUM  numerat

NT neutral (in terms of honour), contrasts withthand low
OBL oblique

P patient-like argument of canonical transitivebver
PDL propagation-defined lect (see section 312.1)

PE propagation event (see section 312.1)

PFV perfective

Pl phonological innovatidn

! These abbreviations are not part of the Leipzigveations.
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PL
PN

PROX

PRS
PST

PTCP

REL

SBJ
sc
SCE
SG
TR
*(¥)
*(X.y)
*[x]
X9
{X,..

-}

plural

propagation network (see section 32.1)
proximal/proximate

present

past

participle

syllabic ‘r" as transcribed in Indic studies (cf33)

relative

single argument of canonical intransitive verb

subject

speech community

speech community evént

singular

transitive

the presence ofin the reconstructed datum is ambiguous
x or ywas present for the reconstructed stage

the datum is reconstructible in two forms, ongdwiand one withoux.

the datum is reconstructible in two forms, one witdnd one withy.
innovation pertains to lecis,...

% These abbreviations are not part of the Leipzigveations.
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Abbreviations for languages, locations and
social groups

* Reconstructed form

BH Bhatibari, West Bengal, India (site of data eotlon during stage 1)
Bhoj. Bhojpuri lect

BN Bongaigaon, Assam, India (site of data collettoiring stage 1)
c.'X Central ‘X’ (e.g. c.KRNB)

c.Mg Central Magadhan subgroup of lects (along witlilg. termed the

‘Bihari’ lects, including Maithili)
ext.’X’ Extended ‘X’ (e.g. ext.c.KRNB)

e.’ X Eastern ‘X’ (e.g. e.MQ)

e.Mg Eastern Magadhan subgroup of lects (OriyagBamisamiya, KRNB,
Mal Paharia, etc.)

H Hindu (socio-religious group)

Hn Hindi (language)

KRNB Kamta, Rajbanshi, Northern Deshi Bangla subgrof Indo-Aryan

KS Kishanganj, Bihar, India (site of data colleatiduring stage 1)

M Muslim (socio-religious group)

Mg. Magadhan subgroup of lects, further divided ietMg. and w.Mg.

MH Mahayespur, Jhapa, Nepal (site of data colleatioring stage 1)

MIA Middle Indo-Aryan

Mth. Maithili

n.w. X’ North-western ‘X’ (e.g. nw.KRNB)

NIA New Indo-Aryan

Np. Nepal (nation) and Nepali (lect)

OIA Old Indo-Aryan

p- reconstructed ancestral (or proto-) languaggeste.g. p-Kamta)

p-Kamta  Reconstructed stage in linguistic histangestor of modern KRNB
lects; defined by integrated propagation events.

Rjb Rajbanshi

RL Rangeli, Morang, Nepal (site of data collectéhning stage 1)

RP Rangpur, Bangladesh (site of data collectiomdistage 1)

SC speech community

SCA Standard Colloquial Asamiya

SCB Standard Colloquial Bangla

SCH Standard Colloquial Hindi

SCO Standard Colloquial Oriya

SH Shalkumar, West Bengal, India (site of dataeobibn during stage 1)

Sip Surjapuri

TH Thakurgaon, Bangladesh (site of data colleationing stage 1)

w.‘ X’ Western ‘X’ (e.g. w.KRNB)

w.Mg Western Magadhan subgroup of lects (along wilihg. also termed the
‘Bihari’ lects, including Bhojpuri)

Xy Synchronic variation between forms ‘X’ and 'y’
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