2k,

CHAPTER TWO

THE INSCRIPTIONS

The inscriptions found in Arakan, dating between the 5th and
11th centuries enable us to reconstruct, in a fairly broad sense,
the history of the period. The most important are the royal edicts,
the praSastis, which provide the framework for the political history.
Of the four extant pra8astis, three are inscribed on the Shitthaung
pillar, a monolith which appears to have been part of a royal cult
designed to ensure the prosperity of the country through the
continuance of the royal dharma. Hence they contain invaluable
dynastic lists of the various royal lines, which the other evidence
can only embellish. Unfortunately, only one praéasti, that of
Anandacandra, written in ¢ 729 A.D. is completely legible. For
Anandacandra and his immediate predecessors, however, the supple-
mentary information on the religion, economy and foreign relations
is the most complete indigenous récord of the period from Burma.
The votive inscriptions, exclusively Buddhist, reflect the
nature of the popular religion between the 6th and 8th centuries,
and also provide evidence of royal patronage from at least the
middle of the 6th century. The inspiration was Mahay&nist, although
increasing Theravada influence i1s apparent from the early period.
The single copper-plate, in the manner of similar inscriptions
found in Bengal, reveals to some extent the economic and political
organisation of the state. The few inscribed images which can be
dated paleographically provide a frame of reference for the dating
of uninscribed sculptures, while the inscribed coins confirm and
supplement the pragasti king lists and enhance our knowledge of the

paleography.



P
A0 N 4

The paleogr: of the inscriptions is of considerable intersst,

and allows certain inferences to be drawn as to the naturs of

with the surrounding areas. As de Casparis has
peointed out, the spread of a particular type of scrivt is not an
politiesal expansion but iz due to the
obility of the scribes. Such mobility is of course conditioned by

the nature of central contreol

communications!. Thus, insct

1o

a number of conventions unususl in their

other hand, wh=n the central

a5 Sandoway, a Tenderncy

to develop new forms in isolation is galong with the intro-

duction of som

mited namber

$

Although Johuston, with a 11

disposal, proposed that all the scripis
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current in Northeast India, he was only partially correct.
must  of course, be modified, for since he wrote, a great number of
new inscriptions have been discovered in Fast RBengal (now Bangladesh)

rayhic studies have been

given an impetus the Inseriptions of Burma

2y has

poertfolions by Rangoon lnivers: A.H.Dani's Indian Paleograp

pigraphists with accurate and instant reference to the

Southeast Asia and Ceylon. Of particular use in the

insceri

deal with the inscriptions

. = 4 J
Indonesian Paleogrophy (Leiden 1975) pp.1-2



terminology in his glossary of terms has been adopted here where-
wver
image at the Mahamuni shrine,

in central India in the second

half of the 5th century. certain central Indian characteristics

are retained in the first half of the 6th century, notably in the
two earliest pra

» ~ N -~ N P
Sastie on the east face of the 3hitthaung pillar

18

and the reverse of the Sirya image, the forms generally belong to
the seript used in Bengal and Assam during that period. A certain

amount of local development is discernible from around the middls of

A , 4 . . L
the 6th century,from which time a few Southzrn  forms are notice

chiefly in the c¢din inscriptions. In the scuth of Arakan, the zcript

appears to have developed along

4

Fairly independent lines after the
fall of Ved213, at the end of the century, and shows independent

contact with Sriksetra. The South Indian derived Pyu script used

for Pall inscriptions, similar to other Southeast Asian scripts of
8 used once for recording a religious text.
Only two 8th century inscriptions remain, in a completely different
script, revealing renewed contact with the northern Buddhist areas,

notably Nalandd. One Pyu inscri
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bion from Sandoway district, recog-
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nizable by the tonal marks and "interlinear Brahmi' appears to be &

provinecial and rather late example of its kind. The remaining epi-

graph, the North face of the Shitthaung pillar, is again in a script

derived from E Bengal in the mid- a2lso

influericed by the gtyle of Western India.

None of these inscripbions has been dated in any known era, but

paleographical considerations and internal evidence allow us to
assign Anandacandra's profasti, which contains the invaluable

dynastic lists, to ¢ 729 A.D. Thus the copper-plate inscription,

which records a land grant made by Bhnticandra's queen in the 11lth



vear of the reign, can be similarly a

Miticandra's que
the first half and the last gquarter of the 6th century. The
remaining epigraphs can be ay

provimately dated in relation to

these, and by comparison with Indian and Pyu scripts.

&

The language of the

the inscriptions is Banskrit.

e

The earliest pradastis are too damaged to permit further commen
tut the remainder, throughout the period, show that the style was
influenced by B.H.3. grammatical and metrical manuscript conventicns,

particularly apparent in the &th century votive inscriptions and in

Anandacandra's prabast:

fa

. The infiuence of Pali, the result of

N

contact with the Theravadins of

can also be seen in the Sanskrit votive inscriptions, particularly
those from southern Arakan, where contact with the Iyu centres was

more frequent. The single Pali inscription, an extract from the

L

Mahdeihanada Suttanta , provides further evidence of contact with

o
a

the Southern schools. The Pyu inscription from Sandoway district,

a5 far as can be seen, is s fairly late example of thal language.
The non-Sanskritic proper names in the Inscriptions give us a

not concilusive, indication of the wvarious linguisti
b4 =

broad, but

[ N

influences in the area’. An Austro-Asiatic substratum can perhaps be

discerned in village names with Zak and Takka, from *lak "digging

stick"3. Hence, in Anandacandra's pradasti, Naulakka (1.58),
/
1

pPilakkavanaka {(1.58),  Bhiirokarnaulaklala (1,60) and in the copper-

plate &rilakkidjola (1.1h). Lakka is still retained in a few village

2 T am grateful to John Oke

11, of tié Burmese Department at SOAS, and
to David Bradley, Linguist

o tr s Mo . ) ) ; o
3 ¢of A.H.Dani "Race and Culture Complex in L*igal in Sceial Research
in East Pakistan (ed. P.Bessaignet) ( :
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Doubtful letters are enclosed in square brackets, and letters which
cannot be read are indicated by a dot. Omitted characters, when
restored, are shown in angular bracketz, thus < >, To mark the
elisiocn of initial @ after a Tinal o0, a raised comma has been used.

o~ S P - PR [y N 1 . . N ~ LI R N~
e.g. the west face of the 3hitthaung pillar, v.23d, ’¥inttiman.

history of Arakan is found in the inscripticns

The framework of the
>f the Shitthaung pillarS. The erection of such a stone, specifically
to record the history of the institution of kingship, may have its
foundation in an older megalithic tradition, where the upright stone
represented not only the ancestors but also the wealth of the man who
erected it. The pillar is said to have been brought from Ve33lI to

Mrchaung, and placed at thenorthern entrance of the Shitthaung-para

("surine of 80,000 images") by King Minhin, the 12th of the Mrauk-U

vho reigned over Arakan from 19531 teo 1553, It fell during

the bombardment in the Second World War and has been re-erected in a
cage near the sane entrance. The pillar is sguare, rising to a height
of 3.3m from the socket; each side ig .7m broad. Three sides have been
ccvered wii

facing the east is almost entirely

defaced; ti

north side is also badly damaged; the

western face is best preserved. The zouth side has not

been inscribed. The material used ig the fine-gmined red sandstone
- . - - - - "
common at DhafifiavatI and in the ecarly sculpture of Vesall; the stone

exhibits no ornamental

° TFirst noticed by Forchhammer, Arakan...p.20
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No. 6
Stone seulpture Shitthaung Pagoda
¢
Cnee opposite the pillar, but now lying nearby,is an octogonal red

andstone column, described by Forchhammer as

above the

ground ,put probably criginally

The circumference around

the base measures 1.0m (0.23m to each side); towards the apex there
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1 consisting of an enclosed row of dots and a

double lotus petal motif, with a2 major petal at each of the eight corner
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to the pillar lies a large red-sandstone slab, 3.6m long,
1.5m broad and 0.25-0.2m thick. At the lower end, depicted in relief,

is a wavy line suggestive of water, from which rises a right-voluted

winged conch shell with a lotus flower growing from the aperture, the

tip of the metals touching the outer edge of

an ornately carved wheel,

-
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vter rim enclesing o circle of dots, and the inner rim comprising

double lotus petal motif. The des

suggests the fertility and vros-

perity (lotus) which (vaves and conch) when the

cakravartin monarch motif constantly appears in
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ancient Arakanese art, and i=s cussed more fully below (ppl52-3,285-9
At the upper end of the wheel is a sguare hole sunk into the stone,
C.76m long and 0.81m broad; next follows a circular cup-

like hole O.1lm deep and 0.15m in diameter, while the reverse of *the
stone shows only a rough hewn surface. As the sides of the inscribed

pillar also messure .Tm, Vorchhammer sug
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ch must have been from 6-Tm long but is brcken off above the cup-
1ike holliow, was originally a lintel or architrave: the square hole
capped the inscribed pillar forming the left-hzand post of the entrance

gate; the circular hollow received the revo

door; that portio
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the lotus and the conch, protruded over the ncorth side of the inscribed

.
1

pillar to counterbalance the weight of the oppeosite part of the slab

(now broken off) which formed the actual lintel over the entrance,

and the octagonal pillar constituted the right-hand post of the
entrance. The construction of the gate (Skt. torana) forcibly calls to
mind the "turning of the wheel of the law', the essential function

of the Buddhist Cakravartin king, to whom was given the power to
regulate the celestial and terrestrial forces in order to control the
coming of the rains which would ensure the continuing prosperity of
the kingdom. Hence, the cakra of the lintel was depicted as merging
into the pillar, on which, as we will see, the continuity of the
dhorma of the Arakanese cakravartin kings was recorded.

The form of the pillar on the opnosite side is also not wit

icance. In common with other pillars asscciated with cakravartin

kingship, it is eight-sided, syrbolising the eight directions of the

microcosmic country and the macrccosmic universe®. The decoration

.. . [ N 1 . "
6 See J.Trwin, "'Asokan' Pillars; a reassessment of the evidence

I The Burlington Magazine Vol CXV (Nov 1973) Pp.T706-20 and pt.IV

to be published in the same journal late in 1976. H.Shorto has sug-
gested that similar octagonsl steles found at various archaeological

sitoes in Burma may be )

1

i ndakhZlas wmarking the centre of a city.
("he 32 Myos..." B50AS X¥VT (1963) p.589)

N
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arcund the upper portion is identical to that of the ecakra on the

lintel , the lotus petal in each corner suggesting that the effec
of the royal dharma was to be felt in each of the eight corners.

This symbolism, implicit in Indian notion
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become 2xplicit in Scutheast Asia, where Indian kingship was &
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phenomenon introdu o enhance the power of ambitious local rulers

There 15 no way of ascertairing whether the column and lintel were

mad2 at the time when the 15 Tirst inscribed. However, the use

of red sandstone for all three parts suggeste that the ftorana was

originally constructed before the writing of the second inscription

SR 0s}

in A.D. T29 as red sandstone is exbtremely rare in Arakanese sculpbure

after azbout the middle of the Tth century. It is tempting, therefore

to suggest that the forana was constructed at the eastern entrance of
that most important shrine, the Mahamuni temple, and was taken to

217 before the time of the second inscription. Its significance
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was still remembered in the 16th century, when Minbin had it re-er
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remarkable royal shrine, the Shitthaung-para.

fte

at b
The inscribed pillar can be inferred to have had a legitimizing

function for the ruling dynasty.
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111 be shown that each of the
three inscriptions was written during a period of stress, when the
country was under pressure from outside, and the continuing power of
the royal law was emphazised. From the west face, it is clear that
the descent of the ruling line {(subject in all cultures to a multitude
of hazards) was not considered as important as the claim to sovereignty
the king himself. The relationship of one ruler to the former is
only stressed in the case of An&nul andra, who himself could produce

only a royal father and grandfather. By implication, therefore, the

erection, and

en more, the inseription of the pillar, were part of



an anclent mystical tradition intimately connected with the function
5] - - o 1 7

of the king and the well-being of the country’.

The Fast Face (Plates VIIT and I¥)

IB Pls. CCCXLVI-VIT, Arch Negs 2137-8 (1920-21)

Forchharmer Arakaen.... P1.V

This, the earliest inscriptiocn,is

It appears to have weathered conzide
Johnston used, taken in the early 10Un's

o

-y

lightly better preserved lower

concrete when the pillar was re-erected after the war. However, with
the aid of the photograph taken by Forchhammer and an examination of
the stone itself, a fairly complete alphabet can be reconstructed.

he language 1s Sanskrit, but no words of importance nor any
proper names are discernible. As regards orthography, ga is doubled
after ra in margga. The script closely resembles that of the 6th
century Gupta copper-plates of Beng&lg and, like the earlier of
these, retains some 5th century characteristics. The letters are sm

and
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initial o \}i> which occasionally appears as an apparently variant
ccal form (01) not found elsewhere, and a form of medial < which,
. s
apart from taking the actual superscript curve to the left { D ),
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is also depicted as an ornate angular scroll ( ), seemingly

5
}a seer 2)
direct development from the style of the Meharaulil

. . . . o - q - .\ . )
pillar iuscription of Candra’., Ta has the left arm shorter than

\ . . ¢ - . . N
the right (7} ), tha is a circle (O ), dha has the left arm
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(u/ ) take unusual forms derived from the 6th century Be *ngal copper-—

plates. The inscription may therefore be paleographically dat

)u

to the end of the

presumably written during the reign of either Bhimicandra cor Bhiti-
candra, who, as we will see later, ruled between ¢ L80-520 A.D.
It is evident that the script had been in use for some time bhefore-
hand, possibly for as long as a century.

The archaeological evidence from this periocd suggestsz that

th
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time of the transfer of the capital from Dhafitlavatl

to VefdlI. This is difficult to explain in historical terms. To

the west, small kingdoms were emerging following the disintegration
of the so-called later Gupts empire in Bastern India! Devaparvata,
west of the mouth of the Meghna river in modern Banglzdesh, and
Pragyotisa where Narayanavarman 1is recorded as having performed

two horse sacrifices abt this timel®. On the other hand, it may Te

? CIT I7I, pl.XXIA

19 B M.Morrison, Political Conircl and Cultural Regions in Eorly

Bengal (Tucson 1970) pp.26fl



that the disruption was caused by an invasi
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to the notice of

T o syt 1y S 1000 JE. T Tyaqa e o
was not untll 1925, when Duroilse

sent an apparentls

Epilgraphist in
: oA , ; I "D r o ) - 3 =
in  AST 1925-26 pp.l46-8 and A5B 1925-26, pp.27-30 and 59-¢
A numbe

petuated

Luce, a new get of rubl

of an unpublished reading of the last fifty lines vprepared by

Dr.i.P.Cakravarti, one-ti

Johnston made an almost complete anncotated transliteration cf th

o

.

inscription intended for Epigraphic Birmanica. T

e e

rom old notes on the

backs of envelopes'" and with an excellent translation and further
+

—
;1

Rarnett.

rubbing was published in IB IV (pls.CCCXLVITI and CCCALIX), to-
gether with a bibliography. Although the importance of the in-
seription was now recognized, it was not until D.C.Sircar in his
"

Lo m . B - - "o = -
article "Inscriptions of the Candras of Arakan’ in EI ¥XXXIT made

noew observations about the date and edited three new Candra in-

scriptions that any significant progress in its elucidation was



made, The work of Johnston and Sircar was brought to the notice of

Tt

Burmese scholars by U Myint Swe in his paper Anandacandra's Sanskrit

Inscr
Seiences Vol. IT, 3 (Sept 1969) and

Education, the enthusiastic student of Arakanese culture U San Tha

(RS

iption" in the Union of Burma Journal of Literary and Social

e

- - ~: . 'zl 9] u i
oy the Direrbor. \Jru,gfg,f ar e

Aung in his book Anandacandra's Imgeription, published by Rangoon

University in 1976. The present reading and interpretation has been

1

largely based on Johnston's work, znd much of Barnett's excellent

literal and perceptive translation has been retained.

than those of the 6th and Tth century epigraphs. Johnston (p.265)

The cnaracters cf the inscription show less local development

placed the script at the beginning of the 8th century, on the basis
of its striking similarity to Yafovarmadeva's inscription at Nalandd,
noting however the difference in the form of Jya which in

't e

the

Nalanda inscripticn is of the older type, where

28 in the other,

11

O .
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resemblence to azn ordinary ya is clearly brought oul

A date in the first halt of the 8th century i1s further confilemed t

a comparison with the early Oth century copper-plates of

name

t

ly the Asiatic Society Plate of Bhavadeva and his two unpublished

Salban Vihara plateslz. Morrigon has shown that the Devas must have

led between ¢ 685-765

The

this

and

, Bhavadeva bei Yth king of the dynastle

only notable difference between the Arakan and Bengal styles at

writes J\l\ ox *Q*\
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pericd 1s the letter Sa which

Bhavadeva 2{ or \ .

11
12

13

e¢f Bhandharkar's List No. 210%; EI XX pp.37ff.

D.C.Sirca" LY of King Bhavadeva of Deva-
parvata' JASB Lett err Y"’I (1951) pp.88-91; Dani op eit p.135 and
pls. XTa and b, no.o; F.A.Khan, Maim"ma«y, a Preliminary Report on
the Recent Apch”ﬂouad@c 1L Excavatione in ust Pakistan (Kirrﬂh~ 1963
p.19; now at Mainamati Museum.

)

(W8

Political Centres and Cultural Regions in Early Bengal Tuescon 1970,
pp.2L-25
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During this pericd, many discrepencies between the styles of Bihar and

Bengal were eliminated

jon
7]

, & process which no doubt was the result of

Tﬂrs@'" conguests and which

Pala empire.

Another noteworthy peculiarity is the form given to conscnants
when they occur at the end of a hemistitch, in place of the virama
ysed at Ndlandia. Thus ¥ (G\-,)1,23, t @;Lzé;),l,g_ 38, b5, #n ﬂﬁ‘g\)

3

1,57, Johnston quoted ss precedents for this,

y N . . . . N e = o -
the Bodghaya inscription of Maninfman, 11.2 and &, for final m. ard 1.1k
for final £, and also the Paharpur copperplate of G.E. 159 for finsl m.

These considerations, too, would indicate a date in the first half of the
8th century.

Bircar attempted a more precise date, noting that YaSovarman
reigned from ¢ 725-54 A.D., and assigned the Wilandd inscription to

e 729 A.D. thereby dating Anandacandra's praZasti in the same year

i

nternal evidence unnoticed oy both Johnston and

(/)

ircar also supports

Anandacandr
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". This king can be
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congregation of monks in the land of King

identified as Aggabodhi IV of Ceylon (f1.727-66) whose throne name

s L1y
was Sllamegha*".

Johnston has noted that the 65 verses exhibit "a rather doggerel
style marked by several solecisms.” 4 prose sentence is interpclated
between verses 45 and 46. The first verse is almost completely
illegible; the rest are ordinary anustubh élokas, except verses 40, 61,

3, 6k and 65 in wupajati , 52 ond 59 in mixed <ndraevanda and vahSastha
o - Vo . “ p 1 .
and 32, k2, 47 and 62 in vasantatiloka. Pada 2 of verse Ll in

vasantatilaka metre ends in a short syllable instead of a long one,

which, the learned editor writes, was "a licence which ASvaghcsa also

v Chlavamsa I, W6.43 o? cf Geiger's revised list in his Culture of

Ceylon ed. h.dﬂch

\T) }'—
r“
—~.
<t
7,
=

P

[97]
y
©
w

bt
i
O

C

(@]

— G

jeo

™)
o

A



£

allowed himself" (Saundorancnda +ii, U8ec). The remainder of the

reculiarities inconsistent with the classical Sanskrit metre are

all common in BHS verse. Notable are a short vowel remaining short

before sv in v.2L4, vefore ¢r in v.32 and before 3r in v.51. In v.18

the f in Tlory "”af has been shortened for metrical reascns. The first
v.20 1s hypometric. There are some cases of double zamdhi, in

cne of which a long syllable has also been shortened to suit the metre,

namely v. 46, vihdraneka for vihird anekah , v.W7 Cundadindh for

Curds adinam, v.ho padadarunayanekim for mayd anekeh , and in v.51,

the compound rdjatinekdn is presumably meant for radjotan anekdn. hsain

because of the meire, the nominative ending -o has been shortensd 1o

-a , e.g. v.hb fremdacandra for'candro . and v.62, Sritamrapattananradhipa

for°—po‘ In v.21, nagera is and in v.30, upabhoga

as neut Sodaba is written as godaza in 32€ , 386 and 43b.

Anusvdra  occasionally used for visargz, in 33a tatah for tatah , Hha

tatsutan for tatsutah and in L9a “mayanekah for maydmekah
Only & few characters are legible in the Tirst three lines.
Johnston suggested that these contain two verses and the beginning of
third, and that the double danda after the tenth akgara in 1.3
marked the end of the second verse. If, ne says, there were only one
verse, it would be difficult to find a long nmetre ending in  ~ 7, and
we sheuld have teo assume an ‘antroductory sentence in prose followed
one “nvocaltory verse.




o8
O

)
o
I
™
=
=
=
19
20
—
i
ja}
’._.
’_ J
=
<
)
[}
®

4
)
o
=
o
[}
o4
)
[ad
=
<
O
15
©
o+
o]
Lo

ed
)
part
I
=
N
©
o
Q
CL
R
5

Siva in a stanza to Hindu deiti

[
2]
<
]
Ia]
6]
@
LA
o
te]
e
I
=3
0]
'
ot
.I_J
]
o
0
Q
}_,.’
6]

The first legible secticn of the inscription recalls the
earlisr chapters of the mythical account of the ancient history

. The legible names

15

of Kashmir given in Kalhana's Rijatararngin®
cf the =ix kings who each rule for 120 years suggest a Purapic

tradition which did not survive the rewriting of the chronicles

by Theravada Buddhist

—
(@)

cf. Stein trans, Vol.L, Introduction, pp.66ff
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historians at a later date. This is followed by a list of rulers
with more realistic reign lengths, distinguished by a preponderance

of non-

sanskriti

which give

accession
However,
146 may

at least)

2stablish

hment of

case, Candrodaysa

to be the progen

with Indian conc

ind

vhose name sugge

3

~

ears. They were

3

reigned for the

name

A form of matrili

Kaverid and
monarchs isg

+

in

ation giv

the ins

e torical tradition of

A.D. The first of these

to have reigned for 27 y« Johnston

with Candrasuriva of the

sion date A.D. 1L6,

as

length

inseripticn is the date of his

in the last arte

a1
‘1.

[N

(in the later

raid great attention to chronology, whereby the

prover order of the seasons necessar

Fal

of fertility and prosperity was guaranteed. In any

o

appears to have been a local chieftain, considered

itor of the royal line, and mg

5 kingship.

epticns of After him, the Annaveta kings
b ) 5

sts an indigencous T leadership, ruled for five

is
S

followed

e name now lost, who

M

ost of the following

the list runnin

g

noticed

iries

in the relationship between

07 the ancestral

B

40

L

inform-

been

1,0 years, although from the

3

is not possible to see how this is



reached. However it is known that
230 years, completed as we will s
to e correct, it appears that

in @ B.C., coinciding with th
by Gauvtama Buddha'a zrandfather,

known in Burma, could

the

to beaccome m

The

following
irmed

votive ins

3t however, gives

periods add up to 230 years. This
the dynasty, who may have ruled
been cmitted from the list, It is

of this asty correspond with

noted that "it would seem that t
an authentic list., which has surv
of restorstion.'" However, it is p
from the incorporation of the acc

the core of the Mahamuni

royal ance

tradition,

have

suceeedi

e A00

pbeen cho
with th

ing dynasty ruled for

ATy, Taking 1

b

o)

<

s caleulated to

the era initiated

sen to illustrate th
ose of the Buddha, a

pronounced in the later ct
with the Candra dynasty, the
by the ceins issued by the Lth t
Thie
ngs of the dynasty ruled for 230

ived

ss1b

OG¢

ount

the chro
of the

icles

14

le that

of the B

into the

form

nicles, also

corrupted beyond

the

unddha's visit tc

[l
IS)

e

later chronicles,.

was moet conveniently said to have taken place during the reign
Candrasirive , who, as we have secen, was very probably the semi-
nistorical nrogenitor Candrodaya of the inscription. The length of
~ ) .
18 p.m.B Trwin, The Rurmese and Arakanese Calendars, (Ran goon 1909
the T he Life or Legend of Gaudoma, the Bu
2 Voi.IT,p.133.

060 vears

zgin

of

confusicn resulted

This

hreonicles.

Arakan,
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Dhafitlavat T dynasty founded by Candrastriya of the chronicles

was therefore artif xtended to include all the kings reigning

up till the foundation of the dynasty we will meet on the north face
of the pillar, who alsc rule The

of the inscri

S 18

e 370-600 A0 ,initiadlly at DhafiflavatT and later at . Thus,
adopting Sivecar's chroncleogy, we have

1. shcandra 55 years z 370-425 ALD.
Rdjacandrs po "ohosohby M
3. Balacandra g " "ohhsabsh v
b, ez " " hshobye
5, 70" n '7h—l+8q "
o. Candrabandhu Hon "oLB3-L85 "
7. 7o " 480-bk96 M
. Bhiiticandra 2h " " hgi-s520 "
9. 55 Tt 1" 520575 "t
30" " 575-578 "

7" " 590-597 "

3 " n"n 597_6/\)(’ "

The name of the foundsr of the dynasty, Dvancandra, may, as Johnston

suggested, be the equivalent of modern Burmese taing /tuin/ "region"l7

~
]
b 2
=3
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w0
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s
{0
r
'——_I
o
r
=
©}
—

"0llowing kings indics

=

U

Indian intluence st court, possibly the result of Gupta invasions
further west. Dvancandrs is said to have conguered the usual numi

of 101 kings, and to have

a city complete with walls and a moat.

o

The c¢ity can row be identiiied DhafiffavatI (8kt. Dhanyavati, Burmese

Dhinnyawadi} where the archae cal evidence points to occupation

in the late 5th and early 6%th centuries. Nothing is menticned of the

ures o S ) n Sanskrit equivalent would
apparen le ve Tuin," in hn e Lext, p. 368 is a misprint.



ury. The name of Candrabandhiu suggests that he

country, and he must have ruled during a period

of confusion which led to the move southwards. The remaining kings are

generally with the usual clichés, although it is notewcrthy
that both Devacandra and Niticandra are likened to Indra, the divine
royal prototype of Buddhist kingship in Boutheast Asia. During the
long reign of "the renowned Niticandra, who removed strife by policy"

the archaeological remainsg bear witness to a burgeoning of artistic

|93

activity which partly owes its inspiration to the late Gupta art of
I Y ] I
Mathura and to the early Calukyan art of Badami.
. oo . :/
The Candra kings are said to have sprung from the line of Isa,

L

-

P
which must mean Siva, aithough descent from Siva is not met with in

s

-~
and Saivite rerains from the periocd are few. However,

a contemporary king of Funsn and Chenla, Bhavavarman (¢ 550-600)

claimed to be a "protégs

o s 3 3
of Siva' and also to belong to a lunar {Candra)

. 1 ; ,
dynas’ "a. The conquests of

o]

Iy

far-reaching effects in
mainland Scutheast Asis and may have contributed to the instability
which led to the downfall of the Candras of northern Arakan. It should
the Varman dynasty in Assam were

elaimed descent from the god Visnu. At

the expansionist policies of King
Sasanka of Gauda led to 2 treaty between Harsavardhana of Kanau] and
Bhaskaravarmen of Pragjvotiga, circumstances which no doubt affected

. . L. 19
Arskan at the time.*~

18

=

L. Aymonier, Lo Combodge t.TTI, p.bl13; A.Barth, "Inscriptions sanscrites
du Carbodge" Académie ptions et Belles Lettres, Comptes-Rendu
des Séances, Notices et Fxtra des Manuserits,(Paris 1895) pp.8—21,
Han Chey B, =st.3. The was apparently enlarged upon later by

T&an QVGTWdH(V 616—62() ital, I&anapura, has been identified as

. - . . s ; £ .
modern Sambor Prei Kuk (umaueu, Tndianized States...pp.69-T70), a site
with which th@ early sculpture of Arskan has certailn stylistic affin-
SRt



The inscription impli that after the fall of the Candra dynasty

in ¢ 600 A.D., conditions were confused in Arakan, with the rule

9
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m
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s
O
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L
7
o
3
o
o
[62]

kings, although other evidence from
this period, the names of the kings on a coin and the Slrya image
insecription do not conform with the Shitthaung list. First comes
Mahavira, king of Purempura, said to have ruled for twelve year
Johnston noted that the name of the town is of great interest as it

appears to give the correct form of a place mentioned in the Pali

7 0 ., . - - . D o
Niddesa. The question has been discussed by Lév1§0who succecssfully
identified the list of places in the Mzhaniddesa, pp.154 and L1595,

by comparison with Ptolemy on the coast of Burma. One of the places
which he could not identify is, according to the Binhalese M3S
Naranapura, but the Burmese MBS. read Parapura and Purapura, and the
Thai have Parammukhs and Parapura; the best suthenticated form of

the variants is Parapura, and that this was the correct form of the

B

name is suggested by a comparison with Ptolemy. LEvi took the view that

the name of Ptolemy's river Katabeda survived in the name of the

island of Kutabdia. Immediately below this on the coast Ptolemy place

wm

3 centre of commerce called Barakura, which may be egquated with

Parapura. Johnston therefore suggested that the site of the town would lie
on the coast between Akyab and Kutabdia, and thought that modern

Pruma, on the Arakanese hank of the Naaf river, the traditional
border between Bengal and Arakan, would be most likely. Pruma

(Phrlma, Phyumi) appears in the curious list of the 198 ancient and

mo dern cities in Avaksn, 99 on each side of the Gacchaba Nadi (#Zaladan

river) given in the Arakanese M3 of the Sabbdthianapakaranam
7
20 "proiémée, le Niddesa et le Brhatkathd" in Ftudes Asiatiques
(Paris 1925) pp.23-25



(Sarvasthanaprakera vaFl. This

almost certainly correct, as direcily cpposite Pruma, on the west bank of

e 4

=
=

the Naaf, we find vill

M
)
I
~
he

T P M metts b 4l R oy
Parapara. The mouth of the Naaf

would have been an Ideal port and trading

e
L.
o+
®

-

i
-+

pul

=

the storms of

and lying zlsc on the =zasiest la

route between Arakan and Bengal

to extend

akan when opportunity

allowed.

Whether Mahavire

this for long is uncertsin. The

inscription mentions two

origins, butl appasrently off

Vrayajap (or Brayajap) w

rded the

curiocus epithet of Mavakagh

term of kinshinp and

8

o)

the previous king; it mey also be the
name of a local deity with whom the king was thought to have = special
relationship.

That thege

53 of years may not
- Ty s At ) T o gy e T
be coincidentsl , but artificial. The number the

ent cf the king's

o
o
[
.
[eF]
[N
L—i’
I
142}

he court scribes,

osed this aus

sritinua

. e Sy ey
- o Ny 1 i
FPorechhammer, Arakan pp. biu-0]
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However,the famiiy is more

Do A ERU T -
Anandacandra in v.02 as g
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o . rston surmiced that tThe

C e , ; L2 N
Ay A , v el b Loy v ys YT Sy Faa
Andagjavarhsa with Khacara-vahéa o T .

However, in

been one of the
nore important

The word ¢ and

WM 3y oy 4 -
velnamsti L1l

H
=
I
1)
=

o=
o
e A
<
N
£,
e
"
o
o]
o
5
fa

Tz o
GEWEeLS

months. Anotl

7. i o - I
candra moon of valiant kin

connected

dynasty. In the

W

25
o/




) L8,

e apparently made over 1is threns to his son before his death

Anandscandra, in the ninth year of

LT LON wWas

virtues of that king. He wasg evid

and calls himself updsaka in 7.S54., The refer

tvas in v.L7T, dérapZramitd  in v.Sh show that he too

was a follower of the Mahiay

ana. He did not, howevw

local BErahmans, the bearers of

culture at court,

the four mathas named after
[]

and musiclans. The

(appa

h
r'e)
O
et

rmer kings. His main exertions, however, were the buil

Buddhist foundations and the commissioning of chiects of 3

My o name

aiat a2

2 in v.hE is retained

today by the monastery at Letkhat-taung in Wethali village<®. He

caused to be made Buddhsa in metal, and stone,
cattyas in 8 practlice also attested at
Mainamatl, where hundreds of tiny clay stupas containing relies and

stamped witn texts we

of the

of the earlier pericd enclosing Buddha im and it is possible

o ) .

tnat models of these were made in metals<’. The lotus flowers
6 3 -1 ~ - i "

2 Although the name wndacandra dees not

known
sdan riv

bronz

images in monastery coll

I square
i TeXy s in. northe . ]
they appear to belong to the Pagi perluq, but probably
older tradition.
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v.11 Annaveta-{10) mahipala danam datva tv anekadha ‘
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Jyah papaldall®(16)virah  krameps tridivangitapt®]|

sankhy&tra devandn kulaxartrpim® |

L= - R - — . a
bhrtam nl[dlnlan] (17) sshasram saddadadhikam 18]
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e
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apare kale punyetak

'\'J')

miyuto ball |

~ A - - 11 - « S0 -~ ‘.2
Dvan! ?Candraninako dhTmam(18) yo bhuvib hithrtdm patilp

5 M FPEI. 3 1 s ¥ - Ty 1
Praﬁarbﬁhatasamyuxtrm(‘Q) Nagara[bhi ?a]nam krtam 2*!!
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42}

16
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inseription of YaZovarman, S ).
is also found in the Tlpybrah grant of Lokanatha at E.T.,XV 301-15;
N.Chakravarti loc eit 1.369

4
nwon

Ly
¥

t. Navina, "new’ , young 1s also po

A syllable is missing here. while LDB suggested a
reading of prapa-; pavaldal t of Vpad,
1 1 i a

ible

RN

o
for gatah

- — . ° —_—- -
EHJ: the # in kartrrnawh has been shortened for metrical reasons.

THT: Saddadadhikah presumably means "+ 60

it is not clear how the total is made up from what can be read of the
inscription (c¢f v.%1 and n.16 above)

1A
)

FHT read Dpefi. The medial 'e' is doubtful.

- '7"'-" . . .
EHJ: The reading in 6 locks like yo bhtit bh#i , and it is n@t certain
what the correct reading 11 he stone has yo bhiit bhii , but a
syllable is lacking to make up the metre. 2 Auvi here appears to be

. t
an anomolous aorist "was".

EHT: the fi.st pada of v.20 is hypometric. Abhiisama is a poss.
= y PP ' M. 34
hiicana, the prefix having the slight force

1))
e

.

<
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" - "
not "+ 16". In either casc
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Fvam

3V a"‘f"L‘S‘u‘

s — - . . 4
Le3 navabdiko raja [B13lacandro?®

Krtva  rwirtt rargan
~) = 1
.24 Devendreva Salkr]o 'bhid Devacandra

-— .o/ —_— - —_—

Tate dvavimbaversani(23) rajyan krtva

.25 Saptavarsikas tasmad2® Yajfiacandrah prakirtti

candro

Prihivyam uditad

samvats

arany

Nre
248

e
-

7y L. r-/‘v\v_ o . 4’_ .

26 (26 NTticandras  tatah khyvato

.29  Abdatra- yikas tasm

masculine.

iro or

of the r

g compari

Sakro

LDB: = syllable iz lacking in this pada.
EHY: resd Bhimicarndras

TilJ line begins fanitava but fa is marked
begins nanitavim.

LDE This pada ic a syllable short.

vaton

(2l) mvatsar

ndras

3-

ajyabhak

rat

val

I
tah |
g

vtesaritavigrahah

|
L

!
nareévarah |
.

or possible Rﬁla*%ndro, h

ubbings.

shove

owever, the readi

for erasure;LDB line
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;o oa-(28) smAt Prthvicandrena bhibhuiz |

huktah nityam dharmanuvarttind I

Prajam apidlayat tasmat trbh

~ e 132 5
o Tbrmvaya[ —J - < prabhiavan sodasan

§asim iha Candranimnam |

Triméa{dn)ikah pragan itant [§]ata 2 dvayan
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rgjyafubha(31) bhogakrtani nunam )
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Purempure” "naredvarak |

[ee RNy
o] - . . - At ~ ; - !
Tena dvadaSavarsa ni dharmardjyan(32) krtam  tadid ‘}
T . PR - mm s . .= BT Pt TR T (PRE TN 4 2 N
4 Vrayajdapnamapi yo raja Gvadafibdini ohovibhuh |

Bhuktva rajyasukham  viras tzata

(33) vhogsbhik ||

ivasammateitham tena

(2L) Weitim ro aa Ararmens T 5 Fate nyps
(34) Xsgitim raraksa dharmena Dharmafiiras tato nrpah l

TrayodaSibdasatpirpne svargam yato maharddhikah |

A (=]

31
32

35

—_— e - . N
EHJ upabhoga is treated as neuter
EHJ read tribhin
EHJ A character has been er:

cer erased after {8Gnvaya, thus in g it read
Téanvaya praonaaatr njodafabhiipatingm, and note a short before ir.
4

In b r@au yasaorm. However, LDB suggested °°oda§a 2s the emend
7P”u0 dafa -~ would rtud 1 duce a short syllable bef
and make the pada g. Hence the better course
reaf1 QSGdaéa and risk of the author's reckoning
Rl -
4

]' b
sone th who were *oo insignificant to mention.

¢ or visarga

EHJ read bhoth Pureppura -
Purempura; however <’ mpa
LDB The pada is hypometric. B suggested Dovinreh as an
alternative reading. 37 EHT read v&rgikah 38 Mapuka may be
4 proper name or a2 word indlcating kinship. EHJ vead tatah

enticnally omitted the names of
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Anandacandra®® bhuvar

= . . . . 19} !
Anzndayam Jayati vairitamovibhuma '1;

TN - % . ol R R TR hVs O R RN

Yo obane ca Farrmasamo raja satyens fudnisthiran

Gpena tejasd dhianuvad bhuvi |
Tena maharajadnirédjena paranitotsukadhiya svara-

=\ L3 'Y I, T - e B - ~_
(h5) Jyaprathamasamvatsaratah prabhrti yavad a navamabdat

S

~ e .
Dasaddasibhih samp

—

Sugatabodhisattvanan (L8

3dTnam  ca Zaktitah

. - - R - -
cealityah  karita raukmarajatab gf
Yar ) ;
mTeT ] Yyt ’\ pagil = - g o |
Eitimayanl i~ O)mbani kansatamramayani ca |

-

Karitani munind

49

50

1%
)

hould, vresumably be tatsutan . Again, arnusvara for visarg
§ SAr,

candrg - Tor candro: the nominstive ending
( it that metre.

haracter deliberately erased

[The poet has us @d] doutle
to viharanekah to

shortening vihara anekan
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"pani caityal
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bahufah zata

kan  padmdn sadratnaskary

atuplijartham addd bhipo 'tifra

S o
&7 i

prahrstah suvifuddhaceta

tzndakin>? bahiin }

57

58

59

e
ste

FHJ read padadaru, and sugge
peculiar kind of wood, or it
wood," which is unlikely. The
Williams, s.v. pa$u gives the
the Clustered Fig known

I Kondgamana - see OBEP I1I, p.321.
t, perhaps we should translate as ivory,

suitable for image making.

may be images
i

medial

B !
in Pagan 1“”Or1pt
ct,
imal

EHJ: for mayd anekdh; the long syllable has
th@ metre. LDB noted that the poet may
“maya naikah. Note the anxsu&wﬂ again
EHJ Pusta is presumable''plaster' here,
"terracotta" more appropriate for

LDB. The stone has karit
indication of a second

Probably

been
ossibly h
od for
and 8aila

former.

oTe
£

Ay
us¢

is

the

Gsadhu’, read karitah. Th
ho

wever.

1%
o
o

I

uaadharmapundaw ka is suggested

EHT: a short vowel remains before Zr.
Hone of the recorded meanings of tandal its
tandavan. LDB the actual reading " o be vant
letter below n is not C] ear. Vantaka 'share" (f
and Kanarese lexx; from vvaﬁﬁ, hence Hindi bd@t)
nse of a holding or portion of land, forming pa

dava Ramacandra's of Saka 1194 (ET

58

e
E

“‘«\J)

ana grant

karmarns: hl

||

nikan |

ddhaya §|

the
1 product

shortened
ave meant

visarga.

" 1"
stone .

ere is an

in
ocours
rt of an
XITT,

numcditan naradhipe dharmakathanur

compound

£.189

in

to suit
to write
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Lauhapatrany anekani sannetra Tvarini®? ca

- - -

NA(55)nidefagatanim ca bhiksinin gawravid dadau }

54 Danaparamitda hind mi me bhavatu jantusu |
Tasmad up (QC kenzpi s TVW”Q*vahlt”Qinﬁ61 II

: . - |

55 Pamcaba brahman@de 1 ksetrabhrtyasamanvitam |
Vidyavidakasamyuktam ka-(57)ritam mathacatustayam ]I
) 62 .

56 SomatT[rthellvijivise mathas canandamiadhavah l
Anandefvaranimipi®3(58) INaulakke cs matha smrtah L6

57 PIilakkavanakuhve 'pi Daumaghe plrva 5makau!65

VIthika®® vividharami®e(59) x&ritd setusamkrami<h> }

58 Pratyasham bhaktadiliyah sadi  satram pravarttitan |

Ativadhy38 ca Karun<a>b7{

4

{60) t prinino mocitisadan®® ||

61
62

63

bl

o
o

66

68

EHJ The first certain instance of nefrg in the sense of silk
cf. Raghuvamsa, VII, 36. There is no reason why this shouldn’
be good cloth.

“+
¥

There is no evidence of a superscript r; however Somatirtha seens

LDB: the p has been almost entirely cut out.
LDB: read mathah. ElJ: apparently these two mathas are in addition
to the four of the previous verse.

§

o o -
EHJ: In g presumably read wvanakihave and in b read namake. LDB:

the reading of the rubbing is vossibly vadakuhve and Dawnaghe.

see D.C.Sircar Indian Epig raph cal Glossary, s.v. vithi, vithi,

. . N . 1"
"g territorial unit, the subdivision of a district'.
The stone 1s broken here. .
a is missing through breskage of stone.
FHT: read sada as mocitasadah as a compound is hardly possible.
LDB: alsc read mocitdh.



61.

.

v.59 Dankafgamargangaduvarasamjfiite Bhirokanaulak
> i (6 oy Mann .69
Pundi (61 )hgasomahvayasahghasainihikau Mandpavapyal n
bhiipatin 79|
v.60 Pirvarijakrtd ye'pi 5-(62) sEdatIrthikicp>’]
. 00 urvarajakrta ye'pl devapra-(62) sadatirthika<h>
Nesta nigpaditas tena sarvathid dhimatd punah [{

v, 62

v.63

Dharmisanam

Bhiksvaryvasa

Iy

i

hghasya hi

hastinike463)ttamaika’? bhilpena netro

ol

-
@2

defe Sila-(6L) megha

VikhyAtafauryagunadharmayadonuragad Devandaja-(65)
LI ]

nvayasamudbharaparthivasya

.z_"_ - 7

Sritamrapattananaridhipa Tthaktinamro’®

Dhendam dadau sva-(66) tansyim paramidarens )

Aparam ca [

Anandacandrakgitiparthivasys

’.,._ s L~

Sridharma-(67) rijindajavaidajasya

2 R I = i .

Srutva vaco dharmahitarthayuktam

P

Sauryanvayatyagagunidi(68) kam

69

74

EHJ: In a presumably read
LDB: The reading of the rubbi
Daumaghe.

EHJ: read nicakhina .
Visarga omitted. LDB TZrthikd
poet meant to write

T

EHJ: I do not know if

hastini

EHY : Nayitani in ¢ is odd, a
yi could be read as pi,the

EHJ: one must understand that
impossible metrically, is i

va

ne

Ll

h

tlrthakdh, in the sense of

%3

walavarakahvaye

I

ijakhana

valacIvarini|
naradhipasya

1
cal |
- o o _
nakdhve, and in b read ndnake.
is _uqlblv vadakuvhe and

mean"heretics™.
tirthah.

can only

to be taken

dapitani would be better.
is quite clear.

bhaktinanro, which

Probably the

seriously.

Although

18
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v.64 Bhaktipranimensa prakurvatajiiam
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Striratnadhenda svasutdtibhaktyi
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site- (71 )hEsamabhitiyuktd |

-
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=

2) Srilkilrttisanpllrna]l vijaya

75

The inscription ends with three double dandas, between the first
. . . . . . e " .
pair of which is a sign, identified by Barnett as a "Garuda symbol"
., o~ +."\ 2 +h R Fal . RN X . -1
appropritiae in the edict of a king claiming to belong to the
. 0 ] .
'"pird-tribe'". The symbol also appears at the end of the
fragmentary caitya inscription (see below, p. 99 ) and the 6th

b
element marking the end of the ins

century Ve8alI bell (b“loﬁ, ©. 95 ) which definitely belongs
to the first Candra dynasty, and appears tc be merely a decorative
¥ 1! Y
. C

ription.

EHJ: The form ekadabana is odd, but similar forms are found in the
other late inscriptions (i.b. north face of the pillar) and it
possibly shows Prakrit  influence, cf. Pischel, §4L9, who says
tnmse forms are only authenticated so far in Jaina Prakrit works.
For other instances note the qu¢Pauub criticus of the colophons
to Saundaronanda XT and ¥YVITT (ed. A.N.Upadhye, Bombay, 1938),
colovhonsg to XTI, XII and XIII.
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(v.4) Then the king (Mabhdtma...?)...ruled for 120 years (v.5) There
was a king, Purvartha(?) zealous in doing kindness to the worlds; he
reigned afterwards for 120 years. (v.€) Then a king, Satvayana by

name,...ruled for 120 years. (v.7) After him, the able Bahups1i ,

eminent for stoutheartedness, ruled for 120 yea

=
1]
-
<
(@]
~
5
@
o3
=
V‘J N
3
ye]

own tor

having experienced earthly pleasure on earth for five years, went to

king LFimbhyappa, hestowing bounty... reigned in rightecusnegs for

<)

him, made the kingdom free from foes. (v.15) After, Omav
a most politic king, ruled for 20 vears, the performer of (deeds of )
glorv. (v.16) Then a king named Jugna, who benefitted all beings,

was likewise established on the throne for seven years. (v.17) Then the

able king named LInkI , a young man, having held the kingdom for

. - i - 4 - A T .
two years, in due course went to heaven., (v.18) Here is now pro-
claimed the nuzmber of vears of the ancestral monarchs; rily 1060

(10261). (v.19) After that, at a later time, there was one possessed

[a3)

of righteousness and fortune, puissant, sage, Dvan Ca

by name,
who was a 1dvd of kings. (v.20) He, strong of arm because of righteous-

ness, conquered 101 kings, built a city (which was) adorned bv surround—

ing walls and a moat. (v.21) Having constructed the city, which laughed

[ gy

with heavenly teauty, he, pogsessing fame, reigned for 55 year

0
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knowrn the pleasure of Paradise, the king went to heaven. {v.23) After

34

zandra, a very prosperous and exceedingly politic king, wha

went to heaven after making a garland of glory.

acandra, like Gikra king of the gods, after ruling

22 years, enjoyed heaven v.25) After him, the renowned Yajfiacandrsa
reigned seven years. Then Candrabandha enjoyed a reign of six years

2 b e PEV AR 13 i
in the world. (v.Z20) Thern arcse Bhumicandra, a second moon on earth;

he reigned with righteousness for seve

o]
<5
[
M
b
0

{v.27) The politic

Bhiticandra, having enjoved kingship for 24 years, then went to gain

N

heavenly happiness. (v.28) Then the renowned Niticandra, who re-

moven
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iendra Tor 55 years. (v.29)

T

Tter him, Xing Virvacandra relgned three years; then King Priti-

candra (ruled) for 12 years. (v.30) After that

constantly following the royal law enjoyed the pleasures of kingship

for seven years. {(v.31) After him, King Dhrticandra supported the world;

J 5 L s

. . 1. - - / )

he protected his peownle, then after three vears went to heaven. (v.32
The years spent in happy enjcyment of kingship by the 16 monarchs

sprung from the lineage of I&a

and whose glory was as deligntlu

a3 the moon, when counted up will be

king cf Purempura then had
34 ) Alsc, the kKing named Vrajiajap,

a valiant lord of the earth, heving enjoyed the happiness of kingship

for 12 years, thereupon enjoyed the pleasures of Paradise. (v.35) After

him, King Sevinreh, recalled as having ruled 12 years; slaying Mavuka,

- 1 1 . ~ . { T .
he znjoyed the happiness of gship. (v.36) Then King

Dharmabura protected the carth in accordance with the law; greatly
prosperous, on the completion of 13 years he went to heaven. (v.37)
Then was the devout famous king, sprung from the godd (=Deva) lineage,

Vajrafakti, whe because of his devotion was like a Vajrin
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(=Indra) among monarchs. (v.38) Possessing beauty, virtue and other

qualities, he went to the world of gods having protected the entire
universe for a reign of 16 years. (v.39) After him there was a brave
king, the fortunate Dharmavijaya, attended by fo
victory, intent on doing kindness to the world. (v.bO) After enjoying

kingship for 36 years, by reason of religion (dharma) policy and

victory, and through practising remembrance of the Three Jewels, he

w

vassed away to the Tusita heaven, (v.41) That king's good son,
the lord of the earth, Narendravijayva, also enjoved the kingship for
two years and nine months. (v.42) There arose one belonging to the

. iy =N - A . o .
lineage of I3a (Slva), a ccnqueror of Ltroopgs of enemies, gaining

p -
great majesty by manifestation of the three pcwerijj, a moon of valiant
kings, son of Vajrafakti, the fortunate Tharmacandra, having majestically

celebrated puissance. {v.43) That fortunate king, having enjoyved a pro-
sperous reign for 16 years, handed over the kingdom to [his] excellent
son, and afterwards passed away to Paradise. (v.4h) His son Anandacandra
is victoriocus, having the lotuses pf his feet reddened by the briliiant
gleams of gems in the garlands of the diadems of reverently bowing
monarchs, exceedingly lofty in fame unequalled on earth, causing gladnes
rising (like the sun) above the darkness of his foes

the legions of his enemies. (v.U45) [ He and
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also Yudhisthira in truthfulvess , Pradyumna in besuty and like the

7

sun on earth in splendour. The geod deeds done by that emperor, whose

thought yearned for the welfare of others, from the first year of his

reign until the ninth year, whether dene by himself or eaused to be done,

and approved [by him ] because he desired for living beings an abundance

of merit, through enlightenment of wvision and accepbance will be

declared. (v, 46) Many monasteries named Anandodaya have been

built , provided with men and women sl

together with fields, kine

33 yiz. lordship, counsel and enterprise
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and buffaloes (v.u() There have been made gold and silver cattuas

contaeiniy

Buddha, Bodhiszattvas, Cundi and cthers

according to power. (v.48) There have been images of

{ = PBuddha) composed

. y o - - 4 1
welght, number and size. (v.,49Q)

[and] well-executed images of

blesaesd
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many robes and copper

e - 3m le o
UDOWLS TO mMonxs

the protection

of bounty

with fields and servants, furnished with musical instruments and mus-

. * [ N N i B N . ~ B}
icians. (v.5€) The Anandamidhava monastery at the residence of *he

at
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ans and a
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. (. oy - I s ek e
Naulakka are recorded. (v.57) In the guarter

namead

(1‘“

E various pleasure gardens and a

o]

-

58) Every day a session has been held in the

walk on

dining hall; and because of his merc

‘._)

ifulness, capital offenders have

alwsys been released. (v.59) At the place styled Dafkalgamargangaduvira

the king has dug two

s
]

{ o 253 “ +
{7.60) The temples of
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cf the sixth. Johnston

the name of a town, which with great reserve may be read as Aviyapura,
and §re 3 at the end of the line, In 1.9, we have

AY

o

ralgyah 1~ pura- Sri Sihghar
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o
o
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i

S 13 [ R P L U R
dealing with ancther inscriptic

- Toyaf- 7 ,,‘ LA T L e R
read Kyta (sada )} soh ddha idom. In the next linse
P
o don ] S 1 . 2 T s 7 - v
we have caturdadamz bde KRrtardajua Joand in 1.12, Sri

vikramatiiracondra g

3
=1
[N
o8

3dlg of 1.13, and in 1.16,

devamahdrdjyah. There are traces of

. Is S
e in 1.19, with

a)dra.

ton noted that there i3 a certain

phrasing of the two insc

the firet.

year 1in which the same

Anandacandra's ins

his predecessor, Or Gracandra.

inscription, which may be a continustion of

seccond,

>

seven or

with in other ey

1. 40 idam maya krtom

. AN
L1 ———tva damdadeda
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aya for maya; the meanin

In the centre column, 11.43-4 to the left and
to the right, we have:
--—=Dhiimi~-2ya
dbhavati yaéa - jata
yax
Yakgapura is the ancient nams

indicates s connection between the Mon and Arakanese kingdoms

a9 New

2s the central column ends with a double danda , we may reas
0o -
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dracandra
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same column , slightly lower, there

37 devatah krtaglnl - - -

3 T Rt R Y~ge)’ - > ' : / 1
38 B pl.IV 358%, 3597 (upper inscription), “3(lower inscr.
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1.58  bBrahmanoge-su
:

G50, Tts meaning is not

sradefa to mean a single

|
g . o s ~ T £33 o ~
country” ©, we may have the name ¢f

3

neighbourin

4
,‘.

rvortions of centain nothing of historical or

The inscription introduces a new dynasiy to the history of

Pl -

T8,

7 2 3 T e T . < T
line to the Candra kings. They may he

reascnably eguated with the dynasty mentioned in the chronicles as

molance

to those of the inscription, perhaps

, popular names and posthumous

archaeological and external

nistorical data con

. 2 .- P
a iz said to have rsbuilt Veiali, on the

site of an older capital, and century sculptures found there

)
eh)
‘,TJ'
foF

confirm this. The great hero of the dynasty, Culataingeandra, 1is

Southeast Peng gt the time, &as
given in favour of the
C.S8ircar, op c1t

L1

Lon

L7

ah RYT p. 280
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Inscription on the reverse ¢

iy
o
=}
5

i

]

the Surya

(Plate ¥V)

separate inscription;
= 3

N
two-fac

This inscription appe

Arakan ccllection. The stone, measuring 1.0 x  0.45m, has

lines of writing, widely spaced, with

ol - oo 1 PRI r . - 3
15=-18mmn, excluding the ornate medial vowels. The face
3

.

weathered, and completely erased in parts where it wag used as &

sharpener.

e £ Tn <4 - = B S
thiogse of the east face of the

™ —
t. Ane

b - 3 T Y PR R
nd well-defined, while

letters

+&‘i

les., Medial 2 is unusual, resembling

e ——
| SRS———

{ J o ha, 1.27), while 1 1is

jas]

appears in Bengal in the 6th
Ccnturyqa, and ya has the left member curling oubtwards, pointing to the

R
sanmes

epigraphs. We may there-

the inseription to around the Hith cenbury, possibly to the

latter half.

L8
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Johnston read five or six words, evidently from an inferior rubbin

1 s . [ A 3 . . . - - = -
Ve can however, verify PrabhZza{ndra 7?1 in 1. 1, and bhupalah Sri
Orquarmmg  in 1. 14, That we are age

o P, ik SN T
from dhayvme in 1.6 and saddharrma in 1.19.

» ~ F o 4 q - T A s T4 - Y P
inscrintion does not begin with any of the usual

T4 e EEp. N - .
Tt may contain sncther

although it 1s not certain whether the kings menti

o~
{

with the Candra dynasty. PrabhZcandra could well have been one of the

4l me (e ym e
Lhiree Uandras non

t face of the Ghitthaung pillar,

-
and 3r1  Candakeylravarmma = friend or fce.
The Votive

The largest group in the collection, the votive inscriptions, reflect

X} = T A D 3 ES IR [ B R B - w3 Nl = - -
the nature and spread of Buddhist practices In Arakan between the

. creed,

L7 ~ g RS I SN o
aaTAs nellieved Lo have
o

rit Buddhism was seen as the

imed by the
monstration of Dharma.lts presance

ive structure, and thus it 1is

5. The history and

iscussed by B.Burnouf, Le Lotus de

65 A Yuyama, 'Notes on the

anes Tournal of Indian and Bud:

yogaku Kenkyp ," Vol.X¥ (Dec 1971) pp.hh&(

_hh(,?}; G.Seﬂopan, j%@ Ly/ pratitycsarutpadalgdthal Satra, ty
i )




ctiipae, on ins

sceribed on smaller votive stéipas®’. The form of the gathd in

Arakan is usually a combination of the Vinaya Pitaka verse

dhamma hetuppabhava tesaf hetwh Tathiagatc aha !

tesafl ca yo niredho evaivadi mahisamano !‘51

e
ye

and the Projfapdramitdratnagunasaicaya  giatha
dharmd Thetuprabhavi hetuh tesih Tathagato hy avadat

(O]
[es]

52

utting the gathd insid
ns of A Rﬁcord of the

6, In&¢an reprlnt, 1966)
upporting this is part-
>, SQ“ e.g. D.Mitra,

pp 66 8ﬁ,231,236,2h3 and 246,

causes

3, ed. P.L.Vaidya (Dharbhanga 1960)

ot Agtasanasriki I ,
ed. R.Kondd (Tokyo 1936) 219.6-
u

261, 1h-15;

Gandavuﬁha, H.Tazumi (¥yoto 1949) 5k8.1L-15;
La%%a)a Gra, ‘ 376.2-3y Saddharm ODiﬂOﬁPlb
ed. H.Kern : 912, repr.) MST 8-
Fukhaba* Uﬂunu, ed. io, SBB15&.4-5
wikrantavikrami ed. T.Matsumoto (Tokyo 1956) 99.10- 1]
MahavaStu ed. B.Senart ITI (Paris 1897) Lé1.15-16.
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This form of the gdtha 1is identical to that of the Sanskrit re-

L

a3 - » - bl - 5
construction of the . of the Aryopratityasaormutpadasitra

[ N
n

which interesting in that here, the seeker of merit
to build a caitya and recite the gatha.

The amount of Pali and Sanskrit influence varies slightly with each

of our examples, although Pali inTluence was to increase towa

I}

"

o
D

end of the 6th century. When the verse in its Sanskrit Torm aprpears st
riksetra ,usually on the base of =z Buddha image, both the paleo-

graphy and the form of the gathi follow the VeS3lI type of the first
half of the 6th century®®. The use of the gltha was discontinued at
7e881T after the end of the 6th century when the Candra dynasty fell,
and in scuthern Araken slightl ater. Only one fragmentary inscription

remains from the confused period which folliows, apparently a text,

exhibiting & great amount of Pali influence. The zingle votive inscription

of the succeeding 'Azndaja  dynasty, paleographically datable to the
beginning of the 8th century, shows bthe influence of a later MahAyanic

tradition resulting from renewed contact with Buddhist centr

,_,
@
w
o
3

northern India. It should be noted that the Sanskrit veotive inscriptions

vive 1n:

A0

. . . N . - . — N . 3\
from Yinnan during this period (i.e. Tth-8th centuries) usually stamped

on bricks and placed within caifyase consisted of the "ye dharma”

v

formula and Tantric aﬁaraﬂas, showing, in the form of the verse and *tl

seript, a strong resemblance to the Arakanese vobive inscription 55

53 X.A.S tetambha Sttra, ete (Madras 1960) p.26

50

See, e.g., Arch Neg ). Both normally omit the anusvira

in hetuhn .

55 W.Liebenthal, "Sanskrit Inscriptions from Yinnan" Monumenta Serica,
- < Tt A PRESSINT!
Vol XIT (1G4%7) pp.1-b0. See, e.g., "Brick from She-11 T'a", p.31 and
pl.Vb, which reads

)

namah ye dharma

1
-
.

2. hetupra bha ra heto-
3. n tegam Tathagato
4, hy avadat esa cha yo
5. nirodha evamvadi

7 -

o maha&ramanal

(cont.»)



It would appear that

a common tradition was st

ared by A

Bengal, Assam, YUnnan and the centres, wnich

Py
]

change of Buddhist clergy, if not to trade relations,
Votive inscriptions found in the vicinity Dhafifiavati

points

Arakan,

to

Slab at Selagi (Plate ¥VIIb)

Forchhammer, Arakan, p.1h4 and pl.vII, 3

5
1958-59, pl.hko, p.70; San Tha Aung Seripts

nt whereabouts unknowrn.

+

9

Forchhammer

discovered this two-line inscription

of Selagiriceti, traditionally built by Candras

sandstone about 30Ccm. long. He noted that

part of the throne of an in the zcript wa

s

its kind then found ographically, the

similar to those of of the Shitthaung

image, notably

have the exaggerated parallel rizcutals notice

and imilar subsc

vertical
in the

headmark form

supergscript vowels

™~
troke | rTﬂ

among t

have

s the

o

d

Pl
o

oldest

above

Fast

an inter-

the ruins

formed

.
P

L

and
-

ey

right of

two top

curves with an extra slanting superscript s roj. The tri-
G . . ¢

partite ya has both arms bent, the left curving outwards { ‘ﬁL(J ye 1.

Cerebral sa closely resembles dental sa, wi an enlarged loop at the

form also notic

ed in the

[N T 3 ] 1
scriptions of Assam®®., Ha is the usual Arakanese form
5th century Gupta style znd also found in Assem

only in conjunct, has two diagonal strokes separating

55 ¢

(cont.) The script, called Hsi-t'an,(according to

came to China with Tantra in the Tth and early 8th

Amoghavalra vested holiness in the Indian scripts
56

ET X¥X p.289

derived

A

9%

o
el

ebenthal )
centurles,

when

scunds.
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a form not found in Fast Indian inscriptions ( XJ1 rma ?37 ma )
g

The remainder of the conscnants are identical to types found in

Berigal epigraphs of the 5th and early 6th centuries (Dani, pl.XT

2,3). The inscription therefore may paleographically be assigned to

around the beginning of the Hth centu

ry.
The lines consist only of the usual Sanskrit gathd, but with
Pali for tegam ca .
TEXT!
1. ye dharmd hetuprabhavi hetulm tesim Talthagato [hly avadat <>
tegaf ca
2. [vol nircldhe elvam?vadi §| ]
1 After Forchhammer's photograph
2 TFor anusvara
Inscribed votive gtfipa from Selagiri (Plates XVIIb, L¥b)
unpublished
now at the southern ("Golden") monastery at Kyauktaw.
The inscription consists of three lines on one side of the sqguare

upper base of the gtipa, and covers an area of 2%5cm. x 12.5cm, the

letters varviang from 1-2 cm in height. That the scribe was inexperienced

and probvably illiterate is

1. 1, the use of no (

o

redundant askara in 1.

linear, and the ornate
medial vowels are replaced by simplified forms similar to those used

e | ’i} he 1. 1), of é to,

~1 . _ N { N
a tha, 1. 2) and u ( '7/ fus 1. 1J.

in Bengal in the Oth century

—~

1. 2) &

o



Ma iz more cursive than in

P
L &
D

generally suggests a date in the first half of the 6th century.

N ) — -7 = . - . A
e ye dnarmd  g&Gthd, identical to the

from nirodho fTor wirvodha, which

5 unmetrical®’

o
- [ A - & . —
i+ 1| ye dharma hetunprabhava hetuh tegan

~— t
2. Tathagato hy avadat <

> tesafll ca yo nirol[dho]

a

w
m
p

a3 by :

& - P N
rafmls 41 mahdSvamanalhl <>
. L

from the stone, rubbings and s photograch

redundant anusvdra, no doubt through the contagion
hetuh,

for va

4 redundant akgora,

following

This dnscription, said to have been fournd at Minthachaung, about

6 kim. north of Mahamuni, appears teo have been inclsed on a stone glab

U San Tha Aung, vho gave me a4 xXerox copy of his rubbing. There
are nine lines of untidy writing, now apparently very damaged, as the

impression has only = few distinct

Enocugh remains, however, to

make a few observations on the paleography. Initial e is triangular,

with the right side vertical, as found in al copuer-

of Bdgerton, Buddhist Hybrid Sanckrit Feader (lNew Haven 1963
©.30, where nirodho alsoc occurs, agzain, unmetrically, in the
Mahavastu version of the verse.
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C2.

is sometimes a2 curve (Ct} hé,cf.QiJ ye) and o0 is normally a curve

irst four lines of the inscription contain the usual gdthid

with avocat substituted for aurdet of the previous inscriptions. Both

and the Pala periods®Y. The remaining five lines are almost illegible,

although 1t seems that 1. 5 has cattve bauddha towards the beginning
Sk i =)

L Iinl

and akdreyi in the middle of 1. 7, indicating that the caitya whence

I

be slab came was donated by a devotee

A

bt
2
K‘L
o8
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o
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e
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~
o’
g
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o

2. hetum® tesal[m] Tathagato hy avoca-

3. T «|s tesdil ca yo nirodna

B RN 1 I ]‘|
lasramana [1' [

from a plhictograph of a rubbing

5
S
e

fod

the

Two inscribed votive stiipas from Meewa village near Kyauktaw (Plate XVII

o)

-
[o
N

Unpublished

My friend U Kyaw Zan Thsa kindly sent me rubbings and drawings of

two votive atiipge discovered in 1976. The inscriptions, both on cne

4]
ide
Qu
[}
o
=
o
jny
o
o
3
ke
D
—~

square bases, are almost identical, although the first,
written in larger letters, averaging 2.5 cm. in height, is in twe lines

covering an area of 2L x 11.5% cm., while the second, in letters averaging
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delineated surround, 30 x 7 cm.

™ Fal » N Al AT A T Tye < |
Each gives the first pada of s ye dharma stanza; apparently the

scribe felt that thic was enough to sanctify the siip

The script shows

ct

shitly more local development than those

w

.

[N
o

described above: dha is a circle; bhg has both verticals joined

separately to the heas pa  has an extra line to the

left from the headmark ( Qj vra). Yo is again quadrapartite,

developing a more cursive Torm than that found on the

N\
—- - U PO N P o -
stiipa (;ecz>v/anf AN ). A date around the middle of the bHith

century might be appropriate. m is doubled after » 1u boih

First stipa

; .o .
1. || ve dharmma? hevuh

J

- - 4 [
1. I’ ve dharmma hetuprabhave’ hetu ||

Fal N .
from rubbings

>

for dharmmda
for hetu
for prabhava

for hetwh
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Votive inscript

- . . N . s 5 - cr Ty
Inscription of the time of Nitlcandra (p1.XVIII)

o

D.C.8ircar, "Inscripticns of thne Candras of

vp. 103-109; ASE 19258-59

e

o M. A 7 N
San Tha Aung, pl.l5

Now at Mrohaung Museum

The inscripticn is engraved on a slab recovered from a4 ruined



8L,

stupa at Thinkyitfaung or Unhissaka hill at Vedall. The slab measures

14.5 x 38 cm., is damaged at the top, obliterating a few agkaras, and
has five lines of writing.

Sircar proposed that the paleography of the inscrint

resembled the 5th century Kalaikuri-Sultanpur plate of the Gupta yzar

)

120 (439 A.D.) and the PBaigram plate of the (48 4.D.)3°%

with some influence from the script of the

ditya and Gopacandra of the 6th century®?, noting that yaol(qk/ ) and
ha ( LI ) and medial 7 ( A ) are not found in Bengal records later
than the 6th century, and that the script may also be compared wit
Assamese records of the late Sth and early &th centuries®!
inscription may therefore be dated paleocgraphically in the first half

of the 6th century. Ha with a vertical line and a curve o

wards to the left iz a local development; a similar vertical is some-

times noticed in ca ( éZ; 1. 2), and the form of mg is often more
. . g . - L. - -~ . -
cursive than noticed in Fast Indian records ( L{ 1. 2).

The language of the inscription is corrupt Sanskrit, probably

influenced by B.H.S. manuscript conventions. Thus we have paramopldsik asyad

4

for paramopidsikdydh. Of orthographical interest is the female name
Candradriya for Sanskrit Candradri, which may be compared with names

- v ; :
like Sriyadevi found in Indian epigraphs®?. In deyye-dharmma (1. 5)

have Pali deyya for Sanskrit deya. A double naszal is used in

59 IHQ Vol.XIX, pp.i2ff and Plate, EI Vol.XXXIX pp.195ff and Plate;
Vol.XXI pp.81ff ;

Bhandarkar's List, No.l1722, Ind.Ant.Vol XXXTX f
Bhandarkar's List, No.172k, op eit p. 204 and Plat

b

61 .g. the Umachal rock inseription of Surendravarman (o L70-94 A.D.)
I, XXXI, p.67ff, Vol. YXY, pp. 62T
E.T

L=y @

o2}
RS

. XXVIII, p.6h
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dharmma’® yarm and satvanaim anu (1. 5). The mute m at the end

Wi

o}

the first of the two expressions has been retained before

fol-
lowing ¢ of sarvva. Scme consonants following r have been redup-

licated as was the rule in Eastern India,

The first two lines of the inscription contain

stanza, in the form found in the Mohdvastu avadina
The remaining three lines apparently mention that the structure to

which the sliab belonged was the gift \pc/uu dharmma ) of the lay-

worshipper {Darumop aika) named SavIitam Candrafriya, , who was the

queen (devi) of the illustrious Niticandra. The letters in the king's

name are damaged, but the reading is certain. The purpose of the

, o o . ] . N
grant is quoted as "the anukalor ktalma... of all beings", theres being

no space for nmore than two or thr after anukama or aruiktama

at the end of 1. 5, although the expressicn expected here 1s

anukamajriansdvaptoye. The lettevs wmuk(kita?)ma in our record possibly

stand Tor anutiana with the letters jflandya lost at the end of the

rabhavd hetulm] tesdalnl Tathigalto]

2. &ha <|> tesim ca yo nirodho evamvadl [Ma]lh&ramana(h] <=

T T -2 2 4 b e E Pt
3. SriNiticandralsya candravet parthinasya® devi Savitan

|_1

L. candradriyinima pare 3 o pasikasya

L 5 b
5. deyya dharmmasyatm sarvvasstva namanaksna

rom rubbing
or a thlvks)
r

w N o=
=y

@]
=
+.i
O
=
+ ok
<
Q

iy ’ o - o -, o

> for na © for  tta

53 N . I
Le Mohavastu, ed. E.Senart, IIT (Paris 1897) op.56. VI-A7.7; cf.
F.Edgerton, op cit, p.30; A.Yuyama, op ¢it p.hh7
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Translation

11. 3-5

This is the pious gift of the queen of the fortunate king Nitie:
(who is) illuminated by the moon. (The queen) by name S3vIitan

Candradriva, wh
(the acquisitio

Virac

o is &
n) of the best [?

devout lay-worship

1 creatures.

Inscription of andra ate XIX)

Sircar, loc cit; ASE 1958-59 pl.28; San Tha Aung loc eit pl.lh.
Mrohzung Museum

The inscription, on & stone slab measuring 25 x 10.5 em., was

found at s ruined caitya on the ridge southeast of the outer walls
of Ve8&l1. The paleography of the record resembles that of the
inscription of Niticandra's . Medial 4 is in many csses
indicated by a curve opened towards the right and placed at the head
of the consonant, a rare form in inscriphions

which may be a development from the early ornate forms ( jﬁ 1. 1,

hi, 1.3). N ( <T> 1. 1} has a more cursive form than in the
previous inscription. The general appearance suggests a difference
of only a few decades between the two, which is supported by internal
evidence, the cond having been inscribed during the reign of
Niticandra's successer, Viracandra, the Virya of the Shitthaung in-
scription, who reigned only three years. The record may therafore be
paleographically assigned to about the last guarter of the 6th
century. It is interesting to note that Buddha is written with b,
while in Eastern India b and v were generally written with the same
sign from the Tth century. [J is used for m in several cases. Final
Y

m has been changed to arusvira in mandanat (1. 3

samyak (1. 2

64

y

/

and final k in

#) befere the following n in sandhi.

ol.



The inscription consists of two stanzas in anugfubh metre. It is
stated that the fortunate Viracandradeva constructed a hundred
Buddha-stiipas, out of his love for the Satya-dharma, with his cwn
money. The king is described as having obtained his sovereignty

through dharma

bl

which is impcrtant

1igt

in the

of

the Chitthaung pillar inscriptions.
TEXT !
1. Satyadharmmana(nulrégena krtah svarthena bhilbhuja <[>
2. vpararthaghatancdyogasamyannihite cetisi <“>
3. &rI Viracandradevena mahimandalzmandansm  <|>
. . e
! Adhgrmmachi o s 3 - r R I O I s T :/. 1]2 /I !\,
L, dharmmidhigatarijena Buddhastipalata[h cetild® <l
| . Abbi nes
LTom rudrlngs
2 D.C.S5. The traces of the letters may 21s0 Sugg the reading
kytam, but iz word occurs in 1. 1 and would therefore be re-
dunddpb, although cet? dees not suit the metre.
Translation.
A hundred Buddha-stiipas, which are the ornament of the earth, have
been made cut of love for the true Law, and with his own wealth by
the fortunate king Viracandradeva, whose heert is fully set on
exertions for effecting good for others [ and ] who cobtained

sovereignty through

.

h righteousness (dharrmma

)

J

Inscription from Payagyi (Plate X¥¥Ia)
1B 1958-59, pl.h3; Can Tha Aung, loc eit, pl.22

The inscription, in four lines, on 2 stone slab measuring 27 X
10.5 cm., damaged a2t the right, was found at Payagyi shrine, north of
the palace I, and a site still reverad by the local irnhabitan
The script in that while many older fTorms are retained,

Indian

o is introduced for the first

54
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;5 he, 1. 1). There are traces of the older triangular h
marks in some letters, and the style is generally cursive with free-
lowing ornate medisl vowels. Ya is tripartite, with the left arm
turned inwards, which disappeared in Bengal in the 5th century and

in Nepal in the early 6th century, indicating a date in the first

o

half of the 6th century.
This 1s the first instance where the formula follows the

Vinaya Pitaka vwersion. Like the Maunggun Gold Plates from ‘kao@trw,

where the identical formula is also found

° -
, we have pabhavd for

ppabhavd in 1. 183,

TEXT!

| e - N -
1. !] ye dhamma hetupabhava
9} ~ b o M ey [N =
2. hetu[m] tesam Tathigat[o]l <> &he
3. tegafica yo nirodha
) e [(mlvsdT Nasams
L, eva [mlvadl mahZsamanio ]

from the stone and from rubbings

Inscribed stiipa from Tezarama monastery (Plates XXIb,LXIb)

IB CCCLITc; Arch Neg 4365 (1940-L1); Johnston, '"Some Sanskrit In-

%}
0
H
&
(=
&}
2
(=]
ot
d
W
A
O

ipti pp.359, 362-3, 366; ASB 19L1,pp.29, 32 and App.H,

p.X¥III, no.6, perhaps also 1926, p.26 and App.G, p.54, no.7.

Like the rest of the Tezarama collection, this stone may also nave

originally come from VedalI. The inzcription, around the lower part

of the anda, comprised two lines, but only a porticn of the first line

ig legible and consists of the first pdda of the ye dharmd gatha.
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e

.
Lt

It can be se

that ya takes the form noticed in the

is an upright coval shape, and ha is

written with two separate verticals ( ¢q- ), indicating a date

after the middle of the 6th century.

Inscribed stipa from Thingyaintsung (Plate 1XTa)
Arch Neg 2171(1920-21); ASE 1921, v.19
Size unrecorded; not to be found in 1975

The imscription, con the upper sguare hase of the stipa, ccn-
5ists of two lines, the second broken at either end. The letters are
small and neatly e .

=

Bengal in the 6th century ( 63 Jy ya is still tripartite and ha is

written wil one stroke, with a at the right turn.
These features pre-date the inscrivtion of Niticandra's gqueen, and

suggest a date before the middle of the £th century. The extant
portions of the inscription contain the usual gdthaZ, with little
Pali influence.

TEXT!

1. ye dnar{mmi&] hetuprabhavi hetum tesam Tuth[é]gétoz ..

2. ... nircdho evamvadl mahia. ..

1 from the photograph

- . ©
“ for ga t ol
Tnscription from Thinkyithw (Plaze i)

(1967-8)3 San Tha Aung, loe eit pl.iT7

Mrchaung Muzeum

The inscription, consisting of four lines on a well-preserved rect-
ngular stone slab, was found on Thinkyi#aw hill, on a ridge southeast

of the outer walls of Vegdali. The script shows some development from
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the Thinkyitaw stone; thg has an extended vertical ( é{wth ),

. P N - N ‘ 7 Y \
ma has two strokes from the headmark ( v ,JL'), ya has two

v

separate arms, the left turning outwards | ﬂj{] vy
C

~—

and ha is

s

>N

alsce written with two strokes ( ¢ he) A date in th

ot
4]

ot
=y
e
L

o]

£

quarter of the oth century, towards the end of

hs

is therefore indicated. The

e
e 1T

weription consigts of

h
ot
Ty
)
N
Q
kb
‘14
Q
(=1
=

3o mead . £~
IS IMCST common 1o0rm.

)
TEXT?

From the

G

n

m

and from a pholiograph

&3]

o . . ) . . 1 / - 3
Fragmentary inscripbion from Thinkirifaw (Plate XXa)

o3
=
Ui
b
o
Ui
(@]
=
e
o
+
=
-
()
O
purt
=
=
-
[
o3
D

on a grey sandstone slab measuring

illegible. The letters are carelessly engraved, varying in height

tion, apart from medial 4 which is the more common right vertical.

L for Sanskrit

o

breaking after Aetwh in 1. 2, where the engraver has written dattenan,

marked for deletion, as it obviously belongs in the second verse. The

end of 1. 3, and 1. b record a religicous although the reading

is not at all clear.
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1
| |
|

tesam [hetun

ye dharmma hetuprabhava

]

L —
dattenan/ Tatha

[h

<
Jf

gato

avadat ] }! - - -

= 1!
deyyo dharmma {o

from the stons d from rubbings

L&

ar

? from Letkhat-taung (Pl

4SB 1958-59, pl.3

\O

San Tha Aung,

The inscription, two lines on a breken stone plague, was pre-
sumably found at Letkhat-taung. In 1973 T was told that an inscription
had been tesken from the entrance to the original shrine, now buried
in front of the monastery, and this appears to be the only published
inscription whose provenance is not stated. The script closely resemble
that of the Thingyaintaung inscription, notably in the form of the
tha ( Eg ), while ga has a prominent serif attached to the left vertical

Ty

(
\

.

ma do not have the ¢

eri

ins

The

sription consists of the usual verse, with e¢lamanah ] for
P 7
Eramanah,
TEXT?
1. vye dharmmid hetuprabhavd hetuh tes@h Tathégato
, N l o . e b e o v - P ' 1
2. <hys ava »dat <[> tesall ca yo nirodho evamvadl mahasa <manoj{>

from rubbings

=]




92.

Inscriptions from Southern Arakan

Ky adkpyu (Plate XXVII)

o+
FJ.
o}
ja

IB CCCLII4d. "Votive inscriv sent from the office of the Deputy

Commissicner, Kyaukpyu, Arakan. Now at the

Mandalay.'" Luce notes that if it

ASB 1913, 1.25 (para 58), and AST 1930

I E

Gangaywama village, Kyaukpyu disty
1958-59, pl.41; San Tha Aung, loc ¢it pl.18

The slab, of hard-textured sandstone, 1s damaged at the top and
the upper part of the right side. There are eight or nine lines of

at

(L

writing, only the first five of which ar

—
l.—l
7‘
J
)
T
=3
=
o]
[47]
o
)
e
el
t

is derived from that ¢

"

Ve£all towards the middle

&}
5
ct
=
D
N
ot
8]
=y
c
I
<

although the letters are large, uneven and carelessly engraved: thus

5

LX4,J[U, ya(;:k/“ye) and ha{jﬂi} ha, he). Sa takes a new Torm

derived from the normal 6th century type (;f} dra) and vg resembles

v

~—rt

the esastern Tndian rather thun the Arakanese form ( zl ;ZI} va). A

four lines contain a barbarous contraction of the usual verse, while
the remainder must have consisted of the record of & dedication, as
we have ndma towards the end of 1. L, and Sri, possibly followed by
a proper name, in the middle of 1. 5. The inscription provides some

evidence of the extent of the influence cof Vel over southern

ul

Arakan during this pericd.

TEXT

1. [ye] dnarmmi hetuprabhavé hetun

e

2. [telsdm Tathagato...........yo nirodh[o]
3., evan<va>dl mana"rana[nﬂh]
L, - - - pasuta - - nama -

.
1> 2o 5 o5 ST o of - v HPR

3



O
w

Inscription from Lamu, Sandoway district (Plate XXVIa)
unpublished

U San Tha Aung kindly sent me a copy of his photograrh of this in-
scription, apparently a stone slab with four lines of writing visible

towards the top, and perhaps three or four more lines 1

script is again clcose to that of VeS&lI in the mid-0th century, al-

. P N . [ P
oh ma is closer he eastern Indian form in one case | )91
though ma is closer to the east Ind f n one case ( ). Sy
V3 é;f] Zj\) are close to the Kvaukpyu type, and a date in the zame
s ¥ T
period is suggested. The gdthd in the first three line Pali

° - N e 1 - ; . o o N ;
pabhava for prabhavd, and avocat is preferred Tor the usual avadat.
The latter portion of the third line is illegible, but 1.4 records

the donation of a stipa by a lay-worshipper (updsaki) named Sriyya.

The name 1s reminiscent of

and may be compared with na
with y doubled after a prsceding r in this cuse.

TEXT!

1. I] yve dharmmz hetupabhavd hetulm] tesalm]

2. Tathfgato hy avocat yo nirodha evam

- —4:2 ZL ey |

3. vadi mahdiramana[h] - - - -

" -~ 2

4. upasaka SrlyyaJ stupam  krtva +......

—

from the photograph
for ‘vadi

-
3 2 for Sriyya

Inscription from Ngalunmaw (Plate XXVIb)

8]

JB CCCLIIe; G.E.Fryer, in Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,

1879, pp.201-2 and pl.Vilb; Johnston, loc cit, pp. 359

and pl.IV, fig.2; ASB 1958-58 pl.h2; San Tha Aung, loc eit,pl.Z0.

b%  See EI ¥XVIII, p.6k

2

24
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> X

a stone obtained from a cavity in

The seript exhibits a

contac while the /
r~
and Gra / Y1y -
ant srdo| \_‘J j )
compared with the peculiar shape found on the Selagiri sitiipa, ya has

guite cursive (N 7%0)- In the proper name in 1. 3, an

) » . s - d - - I L
nusual form of initial 2 is found { 1}), reserbling u but no doubt

connected with the Pyu form of the

2 ‘ L4 .
U Mye's chert (O, 3 23), derived

an control areas. The may there-
L - . TRt 7N
to the last guarter of the bth or beginning of the

{th century. The first three lines contain the usual formula, with

several omissions and mistakes. The dedicatory lines are

Pali influence, e,g. in the verb

from Sriksetra was in the proce supplanting Sanskrit influence

e north. Two doriers ares menticned, their names,unfortunately,

» ° - -
are not clear, but the female prefix kim unoticed in

the copper-plate is e in one case, and The suffix “pemman

WOouLd

is not mentioned,

D on A ~ S ST A U | 5 A e
for the welfare of the deoners' father

similar plaques from etipas ve

N

§ N .
1. | ye dharmmid hetuprabha val  hetul



the welfs

W

bell from

re of [their)

Paukt

D

4
2. ‘tesdm Tathigata hy avoeca<t> a YO
o~ 7 > N »
3. nirotha? e<vamn>vidi’ man Aira<ma>na<h>
%, upasaka® unasi
5
. k. Sakimalvammalm akara
6. vi = matapitiku-
. G 1
{. sala ||
] a LI - - . s - .
* for wva, or the long vowel may have coalesced with the following
superscript e.

3
2 tor ‘dha
T oror "4

9 e
Y ror I%:
jog sy e =
°  Johnston's reading, bubt not at all clear.
= Es PR N NN s by { 3
IL4-7 could be translated as : "The lay-worshipper Ma¥ga (?) [and]
Y o - - . . A . ot
the lay-worshipper Sikimavammam (?) caused to be made[this stiipe ]

0 / i’y

o c i
mother and father.

awbyin, now at Akyab monastery (Plate XXII)

San Tha Aung, leoe ¢it, pl. 25 and p.133.

This bronze monastery bhell was found at Psuktawbyin, near the south-
west corner of the outer wall of VeSali, in 1973. U Tin Oo kindly

sent me his excellent photographs, and T was able to examine the bell
in 21975, About 11.5 cm. high, the inner diameter of the mouth is 9.9 cm.
and the outer diameter 11.5 cm. The shape resembles the anda of a

. 1ilar, but uninscribted bells have bteen discovered in
Rndhra Pradesh and the shape is still used for bells in Burma today.
The two lines of writing around the centre are damaged in places
particularly in the first line where a number of words are missing.
The engreving wes neatly and carefully done. The language is Sanskrit,
tut at least one personal name, tentatively read as Kimmf@yanna, 1s




cbviously connected with the names of the Candra gueens given in
the copper-plate, That the scribe was npot writing an Indic name
is seen from the use of double m instead of m + quusvara.

, f o o . 3 oM, '
The inscription ends with the so-called "garuda" symbol, found

at the end of the 8th century caitya inscription and Anandacandra's
prabasti. The two lines record the donation of the bell, which is
apparently described az a naz&qha@?a, although the term has no
lexical meaning.

The paleography is remarkably similar to that of the copper-plate,

which can be dated in ¢ 507 A.D.. In the present inscription , gha and

a1 3 . IR
ya, and xXa and %g are scsrcely

TEXT
4 Dhilnas vama ||
+- Dhi]nayoh - - - nama |

—

svaramn
(galearire is a doubtful reading
Translation

Obeisance.... for the welfare of [my] mother and father, Kimmayanna(?)

[and] Dhina..... this narid bell with a sweet sound is given.

Inscribed bell from Pyedaung (Plate XXIII)

IB CCCLITY; Arch legs 2331-3 (1

—

920-3), h3T

)

(1

A
O

40-UL1); H.Krishna Sastri

n ASE 1919, pp.56, 37; AST 1919, pt.1, p.27; Johnstcon, loc eit, pp.358-9,

A a e . ) s
360-2, 366, 382 and pl.IV, fig 23 San Tha Aung, Zoc¢ o1t pl.24; Dani,
loc ¢it pl.X¥IT; Sircar, loe 271t pp.l03-L.

Now with U Ban Shwe Bu's wifte at Akyab.

3

"his small bronze monastery bell was discovered by U San Shwe Bu

at Pyedaung

10 km. north of Wethali. The bell, 9.8 cm. high,

has an outer diameter of 10.5 em. and an inner diameter of 9.5 cm.,

and weighs bS8.7 pm. It has been dumaged in two places, so that the



§

e
riame

early Niticandra period,

and sa have the usual

line and the second as "a common Mahi Zyanist formula which can

T I T s R RPN gyl o L 2 3 e 3 3
traced from the Ath century onwards for as long as Buddhism prevailed

The dedication, by a monk for the bene=fit of his

o e s - . . .
ceptors, et T nother 1 Tathe ig an interesting

-

> yam Sakyabhiksc - - - yas

trpUirvvadgamah Xrtva-

bhavaty matar

Dy e, 8
hyayanan Sarvvas

VoD tvanifl  ca anuttarajifian

1 ) ey

Y from the impressions
“  Read yae

Ty K

This is a plous off of the Buddhist monk ....May the merit that

is therein ve for

supreme knowledge by chers, tutors

E - - [ a1 - -
and heings, especially his mother and father,

1

1 might be assigned to
followed in this by

Sircar has rightly

not met with in Bengal

= - M .
65 Although Johnston cc
the first half of e
who proposed tnﬁ

ced out that the cruci

riptiong after the Hih century.
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mentary Pillar Inscription from Thinkvitaw (Plate XXIV)

EI X¥XTIT, vp.103ff and plate opposite v.109

Mrohaung Museun
The inscription, around a broken piliar about .5 m high, was found
at a sgtupa traditionally said to have be~n erected by a ruler named

Siriyacandra on the ridge east of the Ve

]

=4

city

5
1
A

51N
™)

ralls, which may
be ceorrect. A coin bearing the name of this king, stylistically
belonging to the mid-Tth century and paleographically similar to the
inscription was recently found at V28811, The characters show

some development from the 6th century inscriptions, although the same

ripartite Torw of ya is retained, as well as the older h, Medial

medial u and #Z are also

subsceript ¥y rising to the level of the top m@tra of the consonant

o+
(]
[
+
i}
It
-
G
5
s
.
-
p:
-
e
¢
oy
b
T
ey
\'D

velopment appears to be a serif at the top

the

s
v
=

ncy noticed once in subscript y

o

inscription of Viracandra. The form of m ( 1{ ) also shows some

1

modification when compared with the earlier inscriptions, and is

m

not generally noticed in Hastern Indian inscriptions. The language i

Buddhist Hybrid Sanskrit, with more Pali influence then is usual

further west. The inscription appears to contain a Buddhist tract:
the passages which can be :

102 v, 8a7vAR ORT v veveennnn. .. .dhama ca

1.3 ciiivieneeses.8ekiRino ca tu dayatu sampa °....dhammo mahiddhiko
. . ° . .=
1.4 o [salivo(bo)dhimavayanniyu .. ....visayam bhitena

1.5 i it eaea. . JAvEre phusantu  sivamutta [m]

N
%)
<)
Q.
5
o
2]
s} ]
[}
=
T
o+
'—J-
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Fragmentary caitya inscription from Ve8ilI (Flate XXV)
Arch Neg 5973 {1966-70), unpublished
This inseription, which presumably came Trom a ruined caitya was
t Vesall moat.

o
B
<
@]
O
3
5
0
B
<
o
o+
Q
=
O
55
W
I
"f
;n
o
o
e
o]
'“l
33
[ -

“agin, Tor his preliminary reading.
The inscription is on a stone slab, measuring 18 cm x 23 cm,

broken at the top

lines remain, the {irst and part of the

e e A (A PO
to read. The characte

second lines being too

egrlier than those of the

. . v B am .
face of e Shi sung pillar in-

compared

iga  dynasty of Bengal in the

o

ghg has the right arm sloping and the

left curving, unlike the later \mf,7\ form found in Bengal, =2

gva in line 10 retains a loop to the left. The double dandas also

a symbol of
on each side, followed by two double dandas. A similar symbol follows
gested that this is a

. . 4 "-
as Anandacandra described himself as devandaja, "vorn

€ , hence of the of the divine bird (? Garuda).

+

This interpretation iz doubtful, as the symbol occurs freguently in

<

manuscripts merely to denote the end of the passage.

The inscripticn can therefore be assigned to the late Ttk or early

8th centurie possibly to the reign of Dharmacandra, the father of




0

WAV

Anandacandra. The language of the inscription is Sanskrit. Two
complete verses remain, the first in Vasantatilakd metre, the second
» 4 - - 7 - - o -

a &loka. In 1.7, have prahinah for prahinah
The inscription commemorates the construction of a caitya. The

lines now lcost presumably contained a verse arnd gave the name of the

donor, possibiy with his genealogy. There 1s no indication in the
text of the sect for which the caitya was built. The sentiments, hov-
ave are typicsl of Buddhist Sanskrit literature, notably the

T .1, RS . . . . N

Laksacaityasamitpatti® nd of dedicatory inscriptions in Bengal,

and later, Pagin and Mrohaung®®.

TEXT

1

10.svarge tisthati pilaka i-

1.t ]

©4 ’~ . " "

U “bhpga is a doubtful ng.

67  7.Rajapatirsna, uuvawnav;r“ vodana , translated and edited, together
with its Tibetan © anQZztion and the Eak§acaityasamutpaufﬂ
(Ph.D. thesis, A.J.u. 1974); of v.1 of the inscription with pp.119-
120, 1 m, and v.2 with p.125, pt.q.

68 gee .g. Knalimpur Copper-plate inscription of Dharmapila, JASH
Vol. ML# pt.l, pp.3900; ET IV pp. 24360, verses 1k and 18
Ghosravan Rock lnscription of the time of Devapala JASE Vol.XVIII

pp.U92-501, TA Vol.XVIT, pp.307-312, v.15
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Translation

1. Through the unequalled merit which has been gained by me here

today, having constructed a caitya, may beings go forth happy, free

from the three impurities, beyond the ocean of becoming, from the fierce
roaring of the great agitation of the waves of craving, to the further
shore.

2. The breaker [of the caitya) goes to a terrible and flaming hell,

and the protector goes to heaven (for thousands of heavenly aeons.)

Fragmentary Copper-plate Grant (Plates XXVIII-XXIX)
EI XXXVII, pp.61-66
This inscription was edited in EI by D.C.Sircar, many of whose
valuable notes are reprcduced here. The copper-plate was discovered
in a mound near the outer limits of Ve§dlI, about half a kilometre
west of the point where the road to Mrohaung cuts through the walls.
The practice of engraving royal land grants on copper-plates, although
common in India, is comparatively rare in Southeast Asia. The Arakanese
plate borrows the form of the 5th/6th century grants of Southeast
Bengal, which generally consisted of a single plate with a large seal
fixed to the left margin and the lines of writing running the length
of the plate69 as in the present case.

A strip has been cut off from the top and right hand side of the
plate, presumably when the finder attempted to test for gold, which
is particularly deplorable as the names of the reigning king and all
his ancestors have thus been lost. The extant plate measures 31.5 cm.,

in length, and 22 cm. in height. A circular seal affixed to the left

9  B.M.Morrison, Political Centres and Cultural Regions in Early Bengal

(Tucson 1970) pp.58ff
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margin has a diameter of about 13 cm. According to Mon Bo Kay, who
examined the plate, the design in the centre represented a seated

bull surrounded by a lotus motif, similar to the seated bull on the
obverse of the inscribed Arakanese coins’?. As the portion above the
seal measured only 1 cm. and the portion above 5 cm., Sircar estimated
that two lines had been lost from the ohverse at the top, and
similarly that T or 8 aksaras were lost from the side.

The paleography of the record generally accords with the 6th
century style of the east face of the Shitthaung pillar and the
earlier votive inscriptions. As we have noted above, certain of the
proper names mentioned perhaps indicate that the ruling dynasty
spoke a western Tibeto-Burmese language. As regards orthcgraphy,

b is represented by v.

The inscription was dated in the 11th regnal year of the
issuer of the charter, presumably a member of the Candra dynasty.
According to Sircar, following Gupta precedent, the reigning monarch
was represented as a descendent of the founder of the family through a
number of successive generations. Lines 1-8 appear to have originally
contained the names of eight kings, the last being the issuer of the
grant. The six kings mentioned in 11. 3-8 are described as pad-anudhyadta
(meditating or favoured by the feet) of their predecessors, as
Paramamahe8vara (a devout worshipper of Mahedvara, i.e. éiva )
and as born of a particular mahddevi (queen, or chief gueen). The
kings enjoyed the title of Maghardjadhirdja , indicating independent

and imperial status in the Gupta age. Their names occupied the final

70 ¢f also the Gunaigarh plate of Vainyagupta, (o, 508 A.D.)'which

had an identical seal, tbid. p.60.
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part of each line, and are now missing. However, the names appear

to have been written in four syllables, a characteristic of the Candra
kings.

It is not improbable that the genealogy began with Dvancandra,

( e. 370-425), Rajacandra being mentioned in 1. 2, Bdlacandra in

1. 3, Devacandra, born of Kimtomdevi in 1. 4, Yajfiacandra, born of
Kimdaldevi in 1. 5, Candrabandhu, born of Sukanyadevi in 1. 6,
Bhimicandra, born of Kyaudevi in 1.7, and Bhiiticandra, born of
Kalyanadevi in 1. 9. Sircar, on the basis of the inscription from

the time of Niticandra, suggested that as that king was a professed

Buddhist, the present record was written during the reign of his
predecessor, Bhiticandra. While it was possible, in Southeast Asia
at least, for a king to embrace both Buddhism and Hinduism, it

would seem that the donor of Denguttagrama,KimmajuvdevI was indeed
the queen of Bhiiticandra, as the paleography of the inscription
points to the beginning of the 6th century, and Niticandra's queen
was named Savitam Candradriyd. The names of the queens can be read
in 11. 4-8, the queen's name in 1. 3 being damaged. Thus we have the
name of the donatrix queen, and the king's mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, great-great-grandmother and great-great-great-
grandmother: Kimmdjuvdevi, Kalyanadevi, Kyaudevi, Sukanyadevi,
Kimdaldevi and Kimtomdevi. The similarity of the names prefixed with
kim® with the name of the mother of the donor of the Pauktawbyin bell
should be noticed; their possible Tibeto-Burman affiliations have
been mentioned above. The name Kalyéqadevi and Sukanyadevl suggest
contact with Sanskrit tradition from the second half of the 5th
century, which is further borne out by other epigraphical and
sculptural evidence. A very similar form of genealogy is also found

in the inscriptions of the kings of Assam during the same period71

71
e.g. the Dubi Plates of Bhaskaravarman, EI XXX, pp.287ff
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Lines 9-~10 state that the king issuing the charter =zddressed the

rulers of his own family and other dynasties in respect of the grant,
while 11. 10-13 record that a village called Dengutta was granted

by Kimmajuvdevi in favour of a wihdra built by herself. Although
Sircar interpreted this passage to mean that she must have taken

the king's permission in making the gift and apparently canpensated the
state for its loss of revenue, it would seem that, as in Arakan

today, women were able to own land and to dispose of it as they saw
fit. Kimmadjuvdevi was doubtless a Buddhist, although her husband

72. As we have

and his ancetsors appear to be described as Saivas
noticed‘elsewhere, there is practically no evidence of Saivism in
the archaeoclogical assemblage, the state religion at the time of
Devacandra, at least, having been a form of Mahaydna Buddhism.
éaivite ritual may have been confined to certain court ceremonies
necessary to legitimize kingship, but incompatible with Buddhism,
performed by a small group of Brahmans. The income derived from the
gift village was meant to be utilized on behalf of the Three Jewels,
Buddha, Dharma and Sangha (Ratnatraydpayogdya) in respect of the
catugpratyana, the four necessities of the Buddhist priest’3, A
damaged passage in 11. 12-123 suggests that the gift village was
placed in charge of the fraternity of the holy monks of all lands
including the Elders of Jetavana, who were already in the monastery

and who might dwell there in future (dgatandgata Jetavanavasistha-

viracaturddié aryabhiksusangha .... sampradano). The gift village

72 The inscription of Vainyagupta mentioned above begins with an

invocation to Mahadeva (= Siva) but, like the present charter,
records a gift of land for the maintenance of a Mahdyana vihdra.

73 §e. robes, food, bedding and medicine.
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called Dengutta is described as "yielding 3,000" ( Deiguttanama
ttrisahasriko gramo). It is not clear whether this refers to the standard
coin, or to baskets of rice. If it were the former, the gross product

of the village would be 7.6 gm. of silver (the standard coin) x 3000,
i.e. 22.8 kg. of silver, and the revenue, by analogy with Indian practice
at this time, might amount to 1/4 of this. It is not clear which
Jetavana monastery is referred to here, although the establishment at
érévasti (modern Set Maheth, U.P.) may be meant7“. The boundaries of
Defiguttagrama are described in 11. 12-13, the final lines of the

obverse, although as the ends have been cut off the details of the
northern and eastern limits are lost. In the south, there were
érilakkajolé, probably a channel, a row of stone boulders (8ild-pankti)
and a mango tree, while Vangenkhalla , a stream or canal, lay on the
west,

The reverse of the plate begins with 1. 15, and contains the
request of the issuer of the charter toc the effect that those addressed
should protect the gift out of 1love of the Law (dharmma-
bhilasat) and out of great respect for the royal donor (asmadbahumandt).
This is followed in 11, 15-20 by five of the well known imprecatory and
benedictory stanzas identical to those found in the early fth century
inscriptions of Bengal’®. The name of the Prime Minister (Mahdmantrin)
Rengadityad@sa occurs at the beginning of 1. 21. The last Iine of the
record contained the date, the 11th regnal year of the king. If we accept
Sircar's dates for the Candra kings, the inscription would have been

written in ¢. 7 A.D., eleven years after BhUticandra came to the throne.

74 DPPN, g ymentions that there were at least two monasteries by that

name in Sr3 Lanka .

75 of B.M.Morrison, op eit pp.T78-9
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Of the geographical names, Defguttagrama cannot be identified with

any modern village, but to produce such an income it must have been

in the alluvial plain to the west of Ve$all. If our interpretation of
the name (> Dig-uttara) is correct, it was probably towards the northwest,
and Vangenkhalla therefore a tributary of the Kaladan river in the

vicinity of the present-day Yann-chaung (Rann-chaung).
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First side

Lt 2 e e e e e

2 e e ettt et e et e e e it e e

3. 35 tatpaddnudhyatah paramamdheSvaro mah&@devyam §ri[kim]--=4
radevyam utpanno [Mahardja]l............ 5

b, s tatpadanudhydtah paramamdhe§varo mahadevyam &riKimtomdevy&m
utpanno maha[ral ...................... &

5. s tatpaddnudhyatah paramamdheSvaro mahadevyam SriKimdaldevyam
utpanno [mahara] ..........ccieivuerenns 7

6. s tatpad@nudhyatah paramamadhe&varo mahadevydm SriSukanyadevyam
utpanno [mahal ... cciiiiiiiiiiriannn 8

7. s tatpadanudhyatah paramamaheévaro mahadevyam &riKyaudevyam
utpanno mah[ard] ...... e 9

After Sircar, with emendations

2 Lines 1-2 are completely cut off. If really the first two rulers of
the dynasty were mentioned here, as suggested above, the lost passage
was probably ....paramamdhegvaro mahardiadhirdja ériDvatcandras
tasya putras tatpadanudhydtah paramamahedvaro mahadevyam 8ri......
devyam utpanno maharajadhiraja &riRajacandra.The name of the
capital of the family may have been mentioned at the beginning
with the fifth case ending.

3 The upper part of a number of syllables in this line is cut off,.

% The reading of the queen's name is uncertain.

> The lost akgaras may have been *dhirdja &rikilacandra’

& The original record may have read here  Jjadhirdja ériDevacandra’

7 The lost syllables may have been ~ jadhirdja GriYajhacandra’

8 We may suggest the restoration of the lost aksaras as “réjadhirdja
srtCandrabandhu

9

The lost syllables may be restored as  jadhirdja SriBhimicandra’
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8. s tatpddanudhyatah paramamdhedvaro mahddevyam SriKalydnadevyam
ULPANNO v v e vt tvv ittt einnsenasensenanns 10

9. svaparakulasamudbhavan narendrams tadanucarams ca bhavisyato
yatharham anu.........ceeeeneeennenn 11

10.kuSalayutam sahitafi ca vakti sarvan viditam etad astu vo yatha

parenal?
11.sva karitavihare ratnattrayopayogidya catuspratyayanimittam
bhagnasphutiftal..........c.ooiiin, 13

12.Kimmajudevya agatandgataletavanavasisthaviracaturddisaryya

DhiksBangha ..uv'enivernenerannnn. L4

13.sampradano!® Déhguttandmd ttri sdhasriko gramo nisristo yasya

STMA PUPVENA. ..t vreneroonacneenns ...18

1L4.Srilakk&jold §ildpanktir &mra vriksa$§ ca paScimena Vangenkhallalh

uttare 317
Second side
15.tad bhawadbhir dharmmabhild@szd asmadva(d-ba )humanac ca

paripalaniyo 'pi ca [I*] Yan Tha dattani “-v---“18

10 The syllables lost here were possibly mahdardjadhiraja ériBhiticandra
1" The reading may have been anunayati bddhayati
12 The expression may also be yathaparéna

13 The intended reading seems to have been bhagna sphutita samskir
darthom ca &ri

% It is impossible to restore the lost aksaras.

15 The word sampradana apparently stood at the end of a compound

expression which was an adjective of grimah

16 The word daksinena appears to have occurred at the end of the line.

17 4he intended word is uttarena which must have been followed by

the indication of the northern boundary of the gift village.

18 The lost syllables would be purd narendrair danani
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16. dharmmirthaya$askarani dharmmabhil@san nripa gauravac

ca mayd 'py anujfdta phaldni tani||l® ........... .20

17. diyate ca punah punah yasya yasya yadd bhimis tasya tasya

tadd phalam [|*]21Pa...................... 22

18. yatnad raksa Yudhisthira mahim mahimat&m Srestha . d&nac

chreyo’nupdlanam [||] Sva..vviviiiinnn.n.. 23

19. yo hareta vasundhardm sa visthaydm krimir bhiGtva pitribhis

saha majjati‘[l*] T 2&

20 svarge modati bhimidah aksepta canumanta ca tany eva narake

vaset 25

21  mahamantri Rengadityadaso

22 |]26]| rajya samyg [t 11 dsddha su ]

13 Metre: Upajati (Indravajrda and Upendravajra.

20 1he lost aksaras can be restored as Bahubhir vasudhd dattd

2l The metre of this stanza and the following verses is Anu§pubh
22 The lost syllables are  rvadattam dvijatibhye

23

The lost aksaras can be restored as datt@h para dattam va.

2% The lost syllables were no doubt °§§im vargsa sahasrant

25 After this, the aksaras dutaka$ catra may have been incised,

though they are cut off.
26 Between the double dandas, there is the sign of two concentric
circles.
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@

Vedili’?, The kingdoms must have been in contact between about the 5th
and 9th centuries, and the coins and inscriptions suggest an interchange

traders and monks.

ref. Tha Myst Pyu Reader p.78

e . - Is g : T b
'Stone, 2' x 1/2' x 6" (gic) at the village of Tondaw, on Thalu chaung
river, about thirty miles from Sandowsy town. Sent by A.R.Bric Offg.
river, about thirty miles f lowny t Sent by A.R.Bricks, 0ff

). E.Hubzeh (gie for

19
29 October 189k, There

is no record of Hultzsch's reading, if any.

There are five lires of Pyu Tircul script, each followed b

in the so-called "interlinear 1 o many Pyu inszcriptions.

de pave only Tha Myat's eye-copy to work with, hence much of the translit

eration iz doubtful: there may be confusion between the letters dha, pa,
pha, Lo and ha , all of which are angular with equal arms. j2 and %,
hoth consisting of twoe loops opening to the right, may have been con-
the eight tones of Pyu, seven are recognized
vy & series of dots, which may not have always been noticed by Tha Myat.

With the compound consonants, the lower letter often takes a different

form and cannot be positively identified.

On the whole, the script appears rather pro cial and rather late.
-
The influence of Sriksetra rather than Halin is apparent and to be

expected in the geopraphic context. The headmarks are the usual linear

type, but the much rarer notched typs 89 is noticed with ra (:L ra 1.1)

N

Y . : - AN s ) . «
usually read as 4 ( at, 1. 2) 1s a curve to the

History of Arakan" JASE 1844, p.38;Rakhaing Y& zawinthit

SAYVAE Lnan<zvﬁhaﬂxﬂﬂ in Forchhammer, Argkan, p.7; San

ary History “e;&r ing +ng Origin of the Name Myauk-U
or M”Hdk BRS VI (IQF,EUF 223-225, "Buywetmanyo Road" ASB
1920-21, pp.39—h0

80 cor “aﬁl, op e¢it p. 23
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etra. Anocther form, w%fg the usual curve to the right and
an ward twist, is alsc notic qui 1. ). Medial u and # are also
found, both attached tco subscript verticals, u having a curve opening

. t e - . .
upwards at the left | éa 1. 2), and @ having a curve opening down
to the right ( T; , 1. 2). When u is combined with a letter, the
letter slants towards the left, e.g. in 1.2 ,/su%j nu and hu \\J .
too must be a local development as it deces not occur in the Myazedi
inseriptions. Medial o is of the usual type with two top curves. This
P, ? 81
southern initial o used for the gen. prefix u (- e is the only
P

initial wvowel found.

The first line of fthe inscription may not be the beginning, zs it
lacks the conventional marks occurring at the commencement of other Pyu
inscriptions. There seem to be no Sanskrit or Pali derived proper
names or terms. Only a few known Pyu words have been identified, and
our interpretation, as Blagden =aid of his translation of the Pyu face
of the Myazedi inscriptions, "must be regarded as somewhat tentative

. . [
and provisional"8Z,
~ N ° o ° 1ty s ?
In 1. 2 we have chaoe T Tor cae likeness, image
[-3-] ’ . []
pae to give
o .

0o "when'

u pra 'by this deed!
The inscription then may posgibly refer to the donation of an image %o
a religious establishment.

The last two characters befere the stop sign in 1. 5 could be read

as numerals.By comparison with , pL.IX and U Mya's chart®3 we have
1 . * P
81 ipid, p.2bh
82 Ep.B Vol.1l, pt.l, p.62, rn.l. 1 have used Blapgden's system of trans-
“iLO?“fior apart Trom cha for his cha and chha.

58~55

ASE 19



200 and 8 or 9. Taking this in the so-called "Burmese Fra" of 638 A.D

i

we have 846/7 A.D. - the period of the decline of Sr{kgetras’

0]

The so-called interlinear Brahmi common to many Pyu inscriptions
has long puzzled scholars. Here the swme pattern persists, letters often
being repeated in an apparently haphazard fashion. In (iv), after ma

ma, the mest common combination of letters, are two dots, possibly

indicating a vigarga tone mark. Some characters may conceivably be

numerals: in

: / 5 - o e
in {v) the Pyu 7 ( :] ) of the Maunggan gold plsates.
the letters can be identified

inscriptions from Fastern Deccan from the lst to 3rd centuries A.D.,U

already pointed out that the architecture of this area

influenced the early Pyu architecture of Beikthano during this pericd

To the FPyus, who had not a8t thig time developed a script of their own,
writing must have seemed to have rather mystical qualities, and in some
forrm, menmory of these early letfters was retained. They were used in their
interlinecar context from at least the Hth century, possibly for some
religlous purpose” . Perhaps a development of this function is found in

‘ritings’ of the Arakanec

e priests, where numerals and

o hal 3 2 T . R - —~ 5
signe had alphabetical equlvalentbgd‘

SR 17, Al - AN PR v e’
Aung Thaw, Historical Sites in Burmaz, p.33

ague 7” iradlev’s recent {unpub. -3, researches into the
to convey
ceremonies, have
i Pyu inscriptions
for such an instrument,

led me o
is actusa 1'y 3 fr“
&h3 Wll; be dizccuss

as - o e

csaf VS , Secret Writings, by numervls and other signs
in

iption of the
4 more full

‘._‘j

in vogue in Ara

5

Burmese) dateq

N




Pyu '"Pali' Inscription from Wuntitaung (Plate XXX)
Mrohaung Museum
Possibly Forchhammer, Arakan, p.38 and Akyab District Gazeteer, Vol.A

3w &3

.63, later confused in the literature with 7B CCCLITT (Jchnston's

reverse of a large rectangular grey sand-

. S - . ~ -
stone slab with a 16th century Burmese inscription on the ohverse.

The history of the

Wunti hill, the site

(‘ )
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fad
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o
Iad
e
]
@
=]
=y
(D
wn
&
O
S
D

seems originally
to have been used Tor the inscription under discussion; at a later
pericd 1t was used as 2z sculptore pedestal; cn the obverse there are two
gquare indenltations, about 75 em. apart

found at Ve&3lI. The scripgt and the genersl character of the

are remarkably similar to the Fali inscr

234!

This script is usually described red from the

Kadamba script of the 5th or Tth centuries A.D. The general style,
however, is very close %o ithe whele range of 6th century inscriptions
of Scutheast Asia, from Java, Funan, Dviaravatl and Malaysis. Dani has
pointed out that the main influence on this style was the south-

s}

eastern coast of India, with traces from the west coast appearing in

& few letters8?. Our inscriptio

evidence we have for

ae R s rda o 7
1) s the ins gyi pagoda at AS

ribed stone slab found near Bawbaw oda,
. - . . ne

] J.A. 1912-13; Sein Maung Co, The

, t ‘ons from Pyinnyapadatha, 1972,

). 1633FF and Piste 7, (in PwmmObo;, the Maunggan gold mlabes

ki 1

[

and the Khinbhagdn gold MS edited by Lu Pe Wir

87
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Do ( 1.2) shows a

wnd u, 8 takes new forms which may also be compared with the Baw-
bawgyi style. The unusual initisl and final decorative marks are alsc

found in the Xhinbagdn plates (Plate I, 1. 1 and Plate V, 1, 3) and

the Bawbawgyi stene (1. 3) and appear to derive from a manuscript

Two portions of the iunscription remain. Both belong to the same
. - . - 7 - o v .
csection of 2 text dealing with the four self-confidences \Uesafagbanl)

of a Buddha, as found in the Mahdsihandda Suttanta of the Majinima

v g, = - . ; s o an . st 8
Nikaya and also in the Catukka Nipata of the Adguttara Nikiya®®. The

The inscripticn is therefore an important link between rvK setra  and

northern Arakan, confirming in part

ridence of the late chronicl

o

5
and loecal traditions which mention conte ¢t tetween the two centres
It also explains, to a certain degres, the extent of the influence of

Pali in some of the Sanskrit inscriptions of the periocd. We may infer that

the inscription wag written by a member of a Theravadin sect which ha

}._J
Cf\
o
joh
)
o+
p
[of
—h

from rubbings made at Mrohaung in 1973

s]8rajikahi sSamannagato

b

anfdam nadati brahmalcakkampa] vuttetiti

pp.8-9.

Tuce for his ildentification and fvan literat-

|7~;

58 Majihima Nikiya 1, PTG ed. pp.T1l-23 Anguttara Nikiya, PTS ed.
T am teful to Professor L
ion of the text.
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£
Second section
1. e
2. [ Eh n savassa te patijénato ime asavad aparikkhiniti tatra vats
mam samano va ] brahmane va devo va [m3ro va koci va lokasmin

sahadhammena paticodessatIti nimittametadm bhikkhave na

a

3. salmanupassami

for vesarajjehi

2 for tathigato

3 for vattetiti

Translation8?

The four confidences: These are the confidences of & TathfAgatha possessed

of which the Tathagatha knows his place as the

f the herd, utters

the lion's roar in the companies and sets rolling the Brahma-whe=l....

)

You who claim to have destroyed the asavae have not destroyed these

i}
%
o
<
Q
3
H
4]
)

no grounds, monks, to show that any recluse or Prahman,

o
=
>
e
m
=

R
o
%]
<
&
0
-3

Mara or Prahmi can with justice make this charge.

Sefkha-lipi (Plate XXXTI)

The mysterious script known as Sankha-lipi is found in a wide wvariet;
of contexts among medieval Indian rewains. According to Professor Sircar,
it is merely an elabeoration of the current zcript, made so ornate as te

pear incomprehensible 290 1p Arakan, the only example was found on the
hidden upper side of a lintel fragment recently found at VeZ3lI and now in
the Mrchaung Museum, and is interesting in that a Sankha (coneh) is

depicted at the end of the short inscription. The cnly other instance of

this script in Southeast Asia known to me is the so-called

9 .
° Following Lu Pe Win (45B 38/% p.20) we have used the translation of
F.L.Woodard in the Book of Gradual Sayings, Vol.III, pp.9-10.

Another translation by T.W. Rhys Davies is found in The Further Dia-
logues of the Buddha, Vol.T, v.48 ‘ ‘
"Introduction to Indiasn Epig 'anJ and Paleography" J.of Ancient Indian
History, Vol.IV (1970-71), pp.116-17

w
<



Plrnavarman on his reck inscription at Ci-Aruteun in West Java?l

consists of three lines on the plinth of an image originally noticed by

Forchhammer and rediscovered in 1958. The script is the oldest found i

Arakan, and is extremely important for the dating

the shrine. The letters are neatly written and angular, with triangnlar
headmarks. The medial vowels take the normal Gupta forms, as do most of

[=ASEER L0 ]

the letters. ma J{(, la rq and sa <TV while derived from the forms

found on the 5th century eastern Gu; insorip
degree of local development which was to con

ed to the same period.

The inscription the name of the image as Panadda, one of the
28 Yeksa generals led by Kuvera, gusrdian of is the

earliest occurrence of the pame in Burma and is krown also in later Mon

. P . - . . e s 5 - -
91 J.G.de Casparis, Indonesian Paleography {eiden 1975) pp.81-2 and pl.ITa
y o e T - .BT - e
92 Dani pls. X, 2 and XTI, 2; 3-bs ET IT, p.210




base of a Buddha image from Ve§ilI (Plate XXXIVe)
ohaung Museum
below, v. 243.

This fragmentary inscription congists of portions of two lines at the

"
Y
C
o]
jars

of the seat of the image, and measures O com. at the widest

roint. The chsracters are small and neatly engraved, and the script is
characteristic of the second half of the Oth century. Rotatle is the

5> the letTt from the headnmark zand a

superseript form of 4, a curve %
slanting line to the right ( Ti di, 1. 2), alsc found on the coins of
Priticandra (¢ 578-90). ya has the left arm looped.

The langusge appears to have been fairly correct Sanskrit, as no
Pali influence is noticed. The Tirst line

have consisted of the

1

ye dharma verse, although only part of the lstter portion remains. The

verse

£
o~
0

probably inscribed in order to sancti
- . -y - - -~ -
vell-known in India and alsc at Sriksetra The second line recorded

the deonation of the

e, howewver, the name of the doncer 1is ncew lost

O le
1. .......n[ilrodah evadvAdi mahfra .......
2. viewo.ve RKArayatli.. oo,

Inscribed plinth (Plate XZXTVh)

Mrohaung Museun

This one line fragmentary inscription is on the narrow face of a flat
grey sandstcne slab which appears

The inscribed pertion measures 23 cm. x 3.5 cm. The characters are
neatly written, measuring about 1 cm. in neight, in the script of the
first half of the 6th century. The inscription records the
doubt of the image, by a devout ilsy-worshivper. The phrasing is csimilar

to the last two lines of the inscription of Niticandra's gueen.

This is the pilous gift of the devout layv-worshipper



Inscrited base of a Buddha image (Plate Y¥XIVa)

- )
Mrohaung Museum; <f below, p. 243
This almost illegible inscription is on the base of a breonze seated

Buddha image. Only the first letter, ye, is certain, and can be paleo-
- 3 5 - L 4 :
graphically placed in the secend half of the &th century.

Fragmentary Visnu image inscription {(Plate XXXITII)

B

N By . ¥ <
Mrohaurng Museum

line, as a single letter below could indicate a misgsing second line

of the Tth centuries.

The Paleograrhy of the Coins

The inscribed coins, an extremely conservative series from Devacandra

to Dharmacandra, and supplemented by two ansl
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east Eengal, serve tc conf

ions and are among the most
last function is treated in detail in the next chapter, the paleographical

congiderations are best dealt with hervre,

The conch and &rivatsa coins (Plate XXXVIT)

This series, which precedes the common bull and &rivatsa type, 1s not

generally thought to be inscribed.

DEVA, followed possibly by CANDRA, on the obverse of at least one of

the coins, in a script identical tc that of the later Deva type.
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This and all the following ccoins are the common bull and &rivatsa type.
(1) The inscription on the obverse reads fz; C& DEVA in Sth/éth

century Nagarl, an

i can be compared with the zeripts of the Gupta
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copper plates found in Bengal (Dani, rl.XI, £-3). Phayre wrongly
suggezsted a reading of DAMA for this ccin”
N - . - n - . -
( 2) A second coin recently found in Arakan reads DEVA, ag sbove, and

is followed by two indi

¢7)

tinct letters, probably CANDRA.

Yaiflacandra (Plate XXXVITI,3)

s known and has not yet been published. The inscription

(.

Only one coin

1l
,4 N
)
O

ads ijfr{jaéijNAJAN RA . Yo is tripartite; the upper port
the letter is now unfortunately obliteratzd, Jo is the three-armed
type, and the subscript na shows the cursive from, both commor in Bengal

. = e , . vy - N
in the 5th and t6th centuries. The lower loop of the letter, however,

¢lsewhere

Candrabandhu (Plate XXXVIIT,u)

Only one coin is known, and has not been published to date. On the

obverse, in two lines, CANDRABA (J) R {}) ana (M)DHU (

)
S

The script also corresponds to that of the Susania rock inscription of

Candravarman and the 5th century Jupta covper-plates {(Dani X
J I or

-

3 .

A separate gign for ba is noted.
Bhimicandra (Plate XXXVIII,S5-7)

king.

(1) On the obverse, in two lines, BHUMICA ( T¥§<7\J/l\ and NDRA

Three new coins, also unpublished, are attributed to thi

63}

( éi} ). The paleography again closely resembles the script current in

Behgal during and early 6th centuries, and the early
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g

L

Arakan votive inseriptions. While mZ has & linsar headmark, ndra is
surmounted by a triangular shape. This transition tock place in Bengal
during the ©th century.

B
Aoy oM . . . 3 HIITIMT M A TN { \M“a =~
(2 ) The inscription reads BHUMICANDRA ). The bhii is a

variant type noticed by Dani among the Bengal copper-plates of the

Q .« . . . . . . . P
°3 MCoins of Arakan, of Pogi and of Durma Gunismata Orientalia Vol.ITI,

D1, p.28
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of the latter half of the 5th century, while the mi is the usual
5th/6th century typ

BHUMI , in a similar script can be read, followed b

—
[0S}
N
o
o]
}._n

~

indistinet letters, probably CANDT

Bhliticandra (Plate XXVIIT,8)
Johnston ascribed this cein te diticandra, but in the light of the new

finds it belongs both stylistiecally and paleographically to Bhuticandra.

zame form as
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£ are nuamerous and vary

. ) _ 5 . T apaeq = -
in their scrlptwu. Linear headmarks are preferred, Medial 7., alway:s

- . . ., . 3 / co Y
superscript, is either a circle ( ) ) , 2 U shape,\ ) or two curve Wwith
prominence given to the right | ¢ ). Medial T descends to the level

N /TL
of the headmark, the mid-point or the entire length of the ta ( ’] >

A 7 . . . . B 3
(:5 , (;) ). The curve of ca either Joins the headmark at both ends
Or meetls ((C} > 83 )3 -ndrg has either a hook or a eurve to the right

(é?j > ) ). While some of thege peculiarities are archaic, most

s VI P
On the

either to the

smaller denominations,

follows the older form found

verticals attached separately

a triangle; ra has three forms: the early straight vertical, the later

vertical with a tick to the left of the base, or a variation of the

g5 6,002
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newer form with the vertical bent slightly to the right ( T sN s ).

The latter two are found cn the Nidhanpur plates of Bhaskaravarman

i

datsble to the early 7th century (Dani,pl.XI,4). The ndra becomes more
cursive in some cases. It is remarkable that so many variations

cecurred during the short three-year reign of Viracandra.

known. The specimen most frequently reproduced was first published by
Latter, and was reproduced by Frver, who read ARITACANDRA with the

lp of Fratapacandra Ghosh. Fhayre also reproduced the coin and read
the inscription as PRITICANDRAYS,

b Il 3 = ~m et S maa Sy - ~ 1 ~
Medial 2 is sometimes superscript and scmetimes long

S
medial
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varistion of it (

The pa is both open and closed at the top; ¢ is usuvally the northern form,

but th

D

)
= Decani looped variety is also noticed (( s ). Subscript
ra makes the ususl angle from the right of the letter, and is

occasionally a vertical with a straight foot-mark, a form not noticed

) o] )
elsewhere | Lj R ).
o

- » . ’ - o
Prihvicandra {Plate XL, 7-8)

5]

Cn the west face of the Shitthaung pillar inscription the name of this
-
. . o f - . 7 - . .y Ty Ty
king is written Ppthuicandra, on the coins we find PRTHIVICANDRA
artd PRITHT, both acceptable variants.
A
Medial 7 is superscript and florid ( ) as well as vertical
&3

™
- 4
{ (g} ), 1 is superscript ({O E& ). ri takes the southern round
curved form opening to the lelt ( Eﬁ ) unknown in Bengal during this

rericd but common in the Southeast Asian scripts influenced by South

Trndia. Anatber Type
%5 1.latter, "Coins of Arsksn: the Symbolical Coins" JASB Vol.XV (18E6)
pp .238-40; G.E.fryer, "Note on an Arakanese Coin" JASB Vol.kl (1872)

A4
p.202; Phayre, op cit p.28 (coin No.2) and pl.II, fig 2
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the shape found in

ot
oy
D
N
(|
jny

century

o

Bengal, but was sapparently sometimes written with

3 . - . ag
in the copper-plates of Harsavardhana®®.
] X S
Tt S e grAye ™7 3
Mrticandra (Plate Xi 10-12)
e e 2o At - e - . Py
Only threc coins of this last king of the known. t2

; g e , . , , .
ig the northern kufila variety, with a vertical vowel to the laft

N . . . . v
whereas JHP iz written as =z larger circle over a smaller ( 5 g/, {))-

bell Inscrivtion and.in the Sandoway Stone. The slight influence of

of the

southern scripts in the coins of

.
=
;_n
[
=

05
[0

mist be noted.
s < S
SUrivacandra (Plate XL,13)

This formerly unknown king reisned during the

the fall of the vwnqruv. He ig represented Ty only one unpublist

The first parc of the su is lost, but the right vertical slants cut-
wards, a trend first n in India in the early Tth century
Nidhanpur vlates of Bhiaskaravarman; g is the serpentine varlety which

o

into favour in Bengal in the late 7th century (Dani, 01.XI,5). Medial ¢

iz the superscript cirele noticed before, while ya retains the 6th
century bipartite form commeon in Southeast Asia during the Tth century

The only coins known from the dynasty of Anandacandra are those issued

Dharmavijaya and Dharmacandra.

3% Tleet, C.T.7. ITT, 256-7; VII 157-8
4

%7  Dpani pl.¥¥%,13 (Ang Chumnik inscription of Jayavarman, 667 A.D.):
7L.X¥XIT,11,12 (Pra Pathom Mon inscription and VAt Maheyang inscription,
btoth Tth century)

of the southern form noticed also in the Predaung

97

.

by



Cn the colns, the name is written DHARMMAVIJAYA. The vertical cf ¢

\ Cl J is extended below the letter towards the right. Superscript
B

7 1s a short vertical with a triangular headmark ( IL% ). These

Teatures are found in the late Tth and 8th century inscriptions of

Deve kings of East Beugal (Dani pl.XI,637%. Certain early Tth century

archaisms are retained. va is the triangular variety with the
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J. Ja is the three-2rmed variety with its
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} and ya is still the tripartite form with
an outer curl at the left curve ( iLKj J.

Dharmacandra (Plate XLI,1)

On the coins, the name reads DHAMMACANDRA, indicating
There are no outstanding features in the palecgraphy, although it might

be noted that the vertical of Jdha does not protrude bhelow the letter

A P .
Sri  Simghagapndacsndra (Plate XLT,
Two unputlished coins of this king ars known. While stylistically they
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The *ﬂOOrigtion is written

e ATT A R .
{4 in the centre, the secornd, STWVGHAGANDACANDRA
3
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the letters can be equated with the protn-Renga

i

[o}¥e] . . N P s B
i + 1s noteworthythat coinsg of Dharmavijaya were found during the
Mainamatl excavations in strata assignable to the Deva kings. See
1 3
below, p. L1713
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centuries. There are only slight differences from the geript uged in
the cepper-plates of the Candras of Bast Bengal during the first half

¢f the 11th century, and all the forms may be found in the Bingarh

e s . . A :
3ull and 8rivatsg coins minted in Bast Bengal

previously thought, but in Kast Bengal. The general description and
historical implications are dealt with more fully in the next chapter.

In the literature, the coins zre usually referred to as the 'Yarikriya'

coing, after Phayre's first tentative r@adingloo. His reading was
glightly sltered by Omith to ZirikriyalOI, and this was sccepted by

Bidyabincd and Botham! ®4, Johnston gueried these readings, btut offered

103

no alternative. Rarnett suggested cher Carikota or Harikotat?3, and

- " . ST I
Ramachandran's reading of a later degenerate specimen was Patbkeryalo+.

Dani, who had accese to the hoards found during the Mainamatl excavatior

read Pattikera on some coins, and regarded this as the name of the mint
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eight coins from a

Sylnet hoard publ

as variants of Pariketa: a mistake

Tor Patikera, the ers rg and ta  being transposed. He further stated

. L%

" ~
, DPevelcocpment of the Bengal

he end of Muhammaden rule' JASH
, 1. See his fig.IT (0.369) col.VII
MahIpila T (c.995-1043 A.D.); EIVol. XIV pp.32LfT;

of the Chandras" Pakistan Archaeology

100 op eit ©.30

G0 - .

Lo cut. of Coine in the Dndian Musewn p.331,pl.XXX.10.

132 ibid Suppl. p.99; A.W.Botham, Cot,of Prov. Coin Cabinet, Assam p.573
103

in D.W. Me DC“ 11, "Bight Coins of Arakan from Sylhet"Numismatic
Chronicle, XX D.ca“

i 17 - R
3.C.Law, Vol lt,b.»L, 1.V, 1
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that the Mainamatl coins were discovered at 5 lavel which clearly

o

hie Buddhist Candra rulers of East Bengal, and therefores,

coins that have been so far read as Yarikriya and attributed

to the Candra rulers of Arakan should now be read as Patikera and

ita

I
0
0
N
e

S . N o A T - 1 e v
bed to the Candra rulers of East Bengallos. This theory

, and cannot be

s

supposes =z gap of three centurles in the series
supported by stylistic or paleographic evidence. As we have seen,

Anandacandra  or his immnediste guccessors were deposed around the

middle of the 8th century, and Dani himself has given the date of
the first Candra king of Sawmatata and Vanga, Traillokyacandra, as %00

Dani's student, Harunur Rashid, gueried the hypothesi

&3]
O
=
ct
-
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R TR S TR LR KR T o " 2N ot . B ~F P
grounds thet the Yarikriya  coinsg were recovered from levels def-

gth century early Deva kings of Fast Ben-

106 . . , ; . - .
gal 106 0 pypg syre dated the coins to the 3tn/oth centuries A.u.107, as
o . P Q
11d Johnstonl?8, Suwith ascigned them to the 8th-10th centuries A.U.‘OJ,
while MoDowell, on the basis cf the eight Sylhet coins, placed thenm

in the period between the fall of the first Candra dynasty (c.%00 A.D.)

Rashid, however, indicated that although all the Warikriyal

legends are basicslly the same, the script varies considerably,

<.
.
QJ Ee
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Harunur Rashid, The Earl; 7iﬂiﬂry of Southeast Bengal in the 1

, ;
of Recent Archaeological Study Ph.D. thesis (unpubLl hed )Cambri

™
(‘D

op cit p.30
v oop ettt p.372

at of Coins in the Indiaen Museum, ».331



Mo
@]

-
L

N

'_J £
3
}\ b
o
’._‘
)
C
[}
—
©
i
}.4 .
(@]
[ot.
fer}
<
=
Q
3
D
=
ot
8
<
D
=
oY)
Lt
Q
i
o]
0]
a1
e
O
S
jas
®
o3
Q
P
)
ot
t
oy
&3]
ot

developed on independent lines more akin to the seripts of Arakan

-

His reading, Harikzla, is to my mind the most satisfactory, and as his

thesig ig not yet publishe

o

hig arguments will be summarised here in

the light of the recently discoverasd Arakan epigraphs.

The old readings may be analysed thus :-
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There is 1little controvea:

3
i

except Ramachandran and Dani as »r7, and the

latter has always been rezd as K. ra here is almost

universally the form with a slant at the foot, as found in the Faridpur

- NN - 12 s . . 3= a
plates of the tth :enturyl*“, tne Nidhanpur plates of Bhaskaravarman of

. - i 13 - . s ) . !
the Tth Qenturyll“ and other Eastern Indian coplgraphs of the same perlodllf

111

Ind Ant XX¥XIX,pp.195ff;JASB N3 VII,
113
114
115

Chakravarti,op e¢it fig.2, cols IV,V,VI




The third letter, a veriety of ka, initially with a slant at the base
/"\ -~
(

™y
L . N a
the vertical (- (D if\) is the same as that found in the Bower M8
116

The form is rare in Bengal, =nd hence

4

the slant was mistaken for the vowel . On the later Mainamatl coins

he character becomes the fully developed looped variety of xa, with

tick to the right, as found in the Nidhanpur and Khadga pl"t's1i .

D

The medial ¢ is very clear on the Mainamatl and Sylhet

0
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Dani's reading of this element iz correct.
s,

The init inal letters, ha and la, clearly derive from

g 2 pr i gy Ed 1 ) ] P P il
geripts current in Eastern India during the

Gupta period, but sub-

in isclation. These are begt

illustrated by the following chart:

copper~plates Inscriptions Barly Late
h centuries of Niti- & Harikels Harikela,
Dani, Chakra- Viracandra
H
5 TG 5{&).‘
c "1a ~J dd o 1LYy
la
~ ~ -
Vo
o S J4¢
§— . ,,«,j < - § ™~ g
ha jJ ha ni . he <« ha i
2 !

7th and 8th centuries

correctly, suggested

that the new r:




130.
or country of issue of the coins, and must be
znown ancient division of Bangladesh
historical implications ¢

equa

with the well-

by that name. The important

T this new reading will be discussed below.

Coing of the "Akara dynasbty" (Plate XLI,11-1k)

This series, of unknown provenance, consists of four inscribed bull
and 8rivatsa coins, introducing, according to R.D.Banerji's reading,
the following four kings of an "Akara dynasty" assignable on peleo-

Z. Ramy&kara (§eX
3. Pradyumnikars

production of the coins, but the discovery of
specimens with the legend of Lalitikara frowm
at Mainamatl seems to support the above reading

Q
Akara dynastyll?,

Johnston (p.372) considered that these coins
closely on Anandacandra . Although the repr
coins are poor, the script appears to lle betwesn
copper-plates and the Bidal villar inscription of
in about the middle of the Oth T@W%urylzo.

118 74S5B NS ¥VI (1920) Mum.Cuppl.XXXTIT,p.55,pl.
113 ¢f Herwwur Rashid, op eit p.346
120 - .

or Annakara

cmﬁzyAlm“g

T)l. LJ_ T j)
(pl.XITT,5)

(pl.XIIT,%)

XI,5; S.0.Chakravarti,op cit fig II, co

two

the

an

8th/9th century levels

d postulation of an

those of the Knadga
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